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Our 2013 International Quartet Champions: Touché, featuring Region 21ʼs newest Queen, Patty Cobb Baker

Semifinals Contestant #32
Songs: When That Midnight Choo Choo Leaves for 

Alabam,’ Auld Lang Syne
Score:  1398 points

Finals Contestant #2
Songs: Smile Medley, Lover Come Back to Me

Score:  1432 points

Jan Anton, Gina Baker, Kim McCormic, Patty Cobb Baker

Photo by Helga DiNardo
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Annie Hayes (Tucson Desert 
Harmony) works the Young 
Singers Foundation Auction.

Beyond the Golden West...
Queens’ Colleges are part of the Coronet Club’s mission to promote quartet education and are planned 

and taught by Queens. The final school in 
the 2012 series took place at the Flamingo 
Hotel in Las Vegas, November 16-18. The 
energizing weekend was filled with classes, 
coaching, and performances...and LOTS 
of fun! Quartets in Las Vegas spent their 
weekend with “the BUZZ” (Nancy Clo-
eter, Debbie Cleveland, Karen Breidert and 
Jeannie Froelich) along with Joan Boutilier 
(Four Bettys), Diane Huber (Ambiance) 
and Kendra LaPointe (SPOTLIGHT!). 
Several Region 21 quartets attended the 
event, which is partially funded by ticket 
revenues from the Coronet Club shows.

–Sheila Martinez, Queens’ College  Event 
Coordinator (Harborlites)
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COVER STORY:
Touché Takes Home the Crowns!

Touché becomes the 2013 International 
Quartet Champions.

2

Golden West Magazine
559 S. Harbor Blvd. # A

Anaheim, CA 92805
714-563-9300

Fax: 714-563-9310
www.region21.org

GWMEditor@kalpub.com

In the Zone and “the BUZZ”: (l-r, back: Caryl Arvay, Sarah Ingstad, Jeannie Froelich, Lisa 
Carr, Debbie Cleveland, Charlene Kylander; front: Karen Breidert, Nancy Cloeter



 Lori Lyford, 2012 NAfME and Sweet Adeline Educator Award Recipient

Since we last saw you in August in Prescott, your RMT has been a busy group! We met for our Annual Planning Meeting in Tempe in early 
September. In October we brought you MusicFest in Albuquerque and four members of the RMT attended the RMT Forum in Denver during the 
International Convention. Here are some high points from each of those events:
RMT Planning Meeting:

· 250 attendees at Summer Seminar!
· We continue to receive monetary donations from Billie McCann 

to fund small and midsize chorus education.
· Kathy Barnett, Scottsdale Chorus, created and donated on behalf 

of the region a beautiful beaded bracelet to the YSF Silent Auction 
in Denver. At last glance it had received a very generous bid!

· Watch for new education articles in the GWM, starting with Lori’s 
in this issue!

 MusicFest:
· More than 50 attendees were in Albuquerque for this event and it 

was a huge success. 
RMT Forum:

· Attending from our Region 21 RMT were Education Coordinator 
Jana Gutenson, Event Coordinator Judy Huffman, Marketing Co-
ordinator Kathy Wright, and Team Coordinator Sue Bowdoin. 

I feel very honored to have received the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and Sweet Adeline Educator Award while in Denver.  
I love being immersed in music in both my professional life and in my hobby!  In NAfME’s November issue of Teaching Music there will be an article 
about the award. Below you will see the questions posed by the editor and my responses. I hope you might find it helpful when you approach music 
educators to let them know about the value barbershop will add to their choral programs.

NAfME: For the story, I wonder if you could tell me how you got involved in Sweet Adelines?
LL: I knew about barbershop because my high school choir teacher, Don Goddard, was a barbershopper. My brother sang in the men’s barber-

shop quartet at school. Mr. Goddard would talk about overtones when we were singing our choral music, but there wasn’t really an opportunity 
then for me to sing barbershop music. I became interested in directing a Sweet Adeline chorus after seeing a performance by the Lakeside Cho-
rus, a fabulous SAI chorus, at the MENC All-Northwest convention in Seattle in 1983. I saw what barbershop music could be and it was very 
compelling. I became the director of the Rolling Hills Chorus in Prosser, WA, a small chorus of averaging about 24 members. Ten years later I 
relocated to direct the Sweet Adelines International championship Scottsdale Chorus.

NAfME: What draws you to the music?
LL: I love the energy, resonance, and sparkling clarity of good barbershop singing. The necessary instant interval accuracy, impeccable vowel 

match, and the commitment to expressive lyric delivery are all skills we work on in barbershop singing that have enhanced the students’ choral 
singing at school.  In my experience I have found it difficult to get teenagers to emote facially/physically while singing choral music. More times 
than not I see high school choirs that stand completely still, demonstrate little or no connection to the lyrics, and try to sing beautifully. Since the 
introduction of barbershop music and the expressiveness it generates, my students have made a much better connection to singing their choral 

music with genuine emotion and appropriate facial expression.
NAfME: What do you like about conducting?

 Team Coordinator, Sue Bowdoin

2012-2013 Regional Management Team: (l to r, back to front): 
Chris Robertson, Mary Branham, Kathy Wright, Andi Rostel, Darla 
Jackson, Judy Huffman, Sue Bowdoin, Jana Gutenson
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· In a general session, the new competition package rules which will begin in 2014 were discussed. The education class during Spring Conven-
tion this year will focus on the four judging categioies and will feature a review of the competition changes.

· Chapters are encouraged to send their directors to the Side by Side 2013 event in Orange, CA., next July where they will learn more about the 
revised competition rules.

· After a successful event in 2012, SAI is offering membership incentives to chapters participating in the next Global Open House 2013 
in January 2013.

· The Pitch Pipe will once again be published four times annually as well as in digital format while the “Pitch Pipe Lite” will be discontinued.
· Instead of the Family Chorus in Hawaii, every chorus will be encouraged to send one representative to sing in the new World Harmony Chorus.
· International has added an “Invite a Friend” feature on their home page. This allows anyone to send an invitation to a friend to visit a chorus 

quickly and easily.
· SAI will discontinue producing DVDs of International contest to save money. They will place performances on iTunes and on their own 

YouTube channel.  All contest performances will be available for viewing online, not just the top 10.
We’d like to extend our congratulations to our Region 21 competitors and WINNERS. Read more about the competition in this issue of your 

Golden West Magazine! And, finally, the entire RMT would like to wish each of you the most enjoyable and safe Holiday and Christmas Season. 
We’ll see you in the New Year!



LL: I have learned the difference 
between gestures that instruct and those that 
paint the desired sound and expressiveness in performance.  
Once the desired musical plan has been taught and internalized by the singers, the best thing I can do is stay out of the way during performance 
(and in rehearsals when we practice performing). By painting the desired sound, staying on the path of the musical plan we have all rehearsed, 
and resisting the need to make corrections as performance errors may occur, I can allow a performance to have a “singer-driven” sound. This is a 
technique I have learned through directing the Scottsdale Chorus (Sweet Adelines) and have brought to my choral classroom. I find the singers 
sing more freely and with more emotional commitment when I don’t control every facet of the performance with my directing.  

Another wonderfully creative aspect of singing barbershop music has to do with singing ballads. Though it is important to maintain the implied 
meter of the arrangement, it is an expectation that a rubato delivery will lend itself to a more conversational and emotional performance. My 
experience with ballad pacing has encouraged me to experiment more with choral pieces to find more musical ways to deliver the message. This 
has prompted a movement away from beat patterns and toward more expressive gestures.

NAfME: Why do you encourage your students to participate? 
LL: At school, I don’t need to encourage them, they like singing barbershop and get excited when the chords lock and ring. They learn about 

tuning, the importance of vowel match, and expressive singing. I do have students, both current and former, who are members of the Scottsdale 
Chorus, but I didn’t ‘encourage’ them to become members.  In April of 2010 the Treblemakers happened to see Scottsdale rehearsing before a 
regional competition. They really liked what they heard and saw and soon they were asking how they could be a part of the chorus. Over the next 
three months, ten of the girls auditioned and became members. In October, Scottsdale won the International Chorus Competition and the girls 
won a shiny gold medal! They have brought a new kind of energy to the chorus of over 100 adults, most between the ages of 40-70. One evening 
per week, they rehearse with this world-class chorus and learn about barbershop at a deeper level. They bring this experience with them to school 
and we are able to sing at a higher level than we did before they were Scottsdale members. Some of my students in Men’s Choir have recently 
joined a local Barbershop Harmony Society chorus, Spirit of Phoenix, and their level of performance has increased dramatically.

NAfME: What else do you want the readers to know about Sweet Adelines and/or your music program?
LL: I would like to encourage high school choral directors to take another look at using the singing of barbershop music as a tool to enhance 

their programs. Barbershop is a truly American art form but its image has suffered from misconceptions involving bad vocal production and 
stressful or strident singing. These impressions were most likely born out of techniques that may have been used many decades ago. In Sweet 
Adelines, the modern day emphasis is on vocal freedom, relaxation, and singing with a clear, ringing sound. No press, no stress. I know that I have 
a different perspective coming from such a strong barbershop experience, but if you are interested in learning more, free educator packets are 
offered by both Sweet Adelines International and the Barbershop Harmony Society that are filled with tips about understanding and teaching the 
barbershop style. They have music and learning CDs to assist both you and your students.

There is something wonderful about the close barbershop harmony that promotes good tuning skills and independent singers. What choral 
program wouldn’t appreciate student growth in these areas? The benefits are many. Just set aside your doubts and give it a try! Your students might 
really like it. I know mine do! 



The Harborlites Chorus is back from International Competition in Denver and we 
are proud to be sporting our bronze medals and memories of a wonderful week. We 
dedicated the performance to our own Sally Briner who had to miss International due 
to her battle with cancer and we all wore bracelets with the names of Sally and Dave 
inscribed upon them, our own tribute to the Briners.

We would like to thank our coaches Dale Syverson, Tony DeRosa, Jeff Baker, Judy 
Pozsgay and Erin Howden, all of whom helped add finishing touches in Denver!

The Harborlites Chorus would like to congratulate all of the competitors who crossed 
the International stage with special kudos to the Region 21 quartet competitors: “our” 
10th place medalists Dolce; UnLimited; and our new Queens of Harmony, Touché! 
We couldn’t be happier for our own Patty Cobb Baker and her beautiful new crown!

Now that we’re back home, planning is underway for our 2013 Young Women in 
Harmony “Diva Day” Festival, February 2 
at Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa, 
with special guest faculty Jennifer Edwards, 
the lead of Moxie Ladies. Diva Day will 
culminate in an evening show featuring 
over 200 high school singers as well as the 
Harborlites Chorus and quartets. For more 
information or to order tickets, visit our 
website at www.harborliteschorus.org.

Finally, we would like to remember our 
friend and “#1 Fan” Jim Mundy, who passed 
in an accident the week after Denver. Jim 

was at every rehearsal, stopwatch in hand, passionate about music. He will be missed.
–Kathy Wright
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Scottsdale Chorus Scottsdale, 
AZ

We’re still basking in the afterglow of our remarkable 50th Anniversary celebration, 
“Share the Joy.” Singing Docents guided guests through a lobby display of 50 years of 
costumes, photographs and International Competition memorabilia. Our performance 
was punctuated by narrated video montages demonstrating the evolution of our craft.  
We were honored to welcome special guests 2011 Queens of Harmony MAXX Factor 
in their final performance as a quartet in their current configuration. Finally, we all “let 
our hair down” at a catered dinner with further entertainment by MAXX Factor fol-
lowed by spontaneous singing into the wee hours of the morning.

On October 27 
we officially kicked 
off our 2013 Ha-
waii International 
Competition focus 
with a day of class-
es. Jana Gutenson, 
Music Judge, dis-

cussed distinguishing characteristics of A-, A, and A+ performances, and our Master 
700 Director, Lori Lyford, shared some of the skills she is renowned for teaching around 
the world. Next year brings coaching by Dale Syverson, Cindy Hansen, Tony DeRosa, 
and Betty Clipman; fundraising; new costumes; and performances.  

Applause to Lori who received the National Association for Music Education Award 
at the International Competition in Denver. You always make us so proud, Lori!  

Upcoming moneymakers detailed on our website: Glitz for the Gold (12/5), Singing 
Holidaygrams (12/16) and our 2nd Annual Harmony Golf Classic (2/15/13) – worth 
the trip to the Valley of the Sun from out of state! Until we meet again – in Pasadena in 
April – may joy and perfect harmony be yours.

–Jenny Lucier
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Harborlites Chorus Anaheim, 
CA

In June we welcomed our new director, Bill Shaw from 
the Sun City Desert Aires Barbershop Chorus. Bill is 
President and Assistant Director of the Desert Aires who 
represent the northwest valley with the third largest cho-
rus in Arizona. They have been the Plateau A champions 
for three consecutive years. The Desert Aires perform at 
huge shows in excess to 1500 fans.

Bill comes to us with enthusiasm, new ideas and expe-
rience to get us motivated to perform our expressive art 
of barbershop.  He is always positive and teaches us with 
patience and makes learning fun. 

We are learning together and are having quality time 
with Marsha Shaw, Bill’s wife, who is giving individual 
voice lessons. We also have learning CDs and sectional 
rehearsals. We were very busy at our summer seminar at 

Wow! What a contest! The Sweet Adelines Interna-
tional Competition in Denver was a beautiful display of 
talent, creativity, showmanship and energy! The women 
in our organization are an inspiration to us all! Congrat-
ulations to our newest Queens of Harmony, Touché, as 
well as to Harborlites, Dolce and UnLimited for their 
outstanding performances! We are so proud of each and 
every one of you!

While a few of us watched the contest live, most of 
us were glued to the webcast and cheering wildly for all 
of our Golden West representatives. In fact, you could 
probably hear us all the way in Denver when Reema 
Hayashida (the new lead in UnLimited) took the stage 
in her first ever quartet contest alongside Monique Man-
ifold, Karen Kuisel and Tomi McEvoy. They truly did us 
proud!

The San Diego Chorus was surprised and excited to 
see our very own Kim Vaughn as the Lulu-turned-nun 
in Song of Atlanta’s show package! The excitement of 
competition has the San Diego Chorus motivated to get 
back on that international stage in Hawaii next year. Our 
journey has already begun! We’re learning some ground-
breaking new songs, planning extra rehearsals, clearing 
our cal-
e n d a r s 
for re-
t r e a t s 
and, of 
c o u r s e , 
f u n d -
r ais ing , 
f u n d -
r ais ing , 
f u n d -
r ais ing! 
Your next opportunity to help us in our fundraising 
efforts is at our Holiday Show, “Angels Among Us,” on 
Wednesday, December 12th. We hope to see you there!

In the meantime, we’ll be digging our high heels in and 
getting down to business. Hawaii, here we come!

–Laura Koch
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San Diego Chorus San Diego, 
CA

Westwind Harmony Chorus Surprise, 
AZ



The August seminar in Prescott brought an exciting award to Red 
RockAppella! We were honored to win a coaching session with Lori 
Lyford, who will spend an evening with us in January to help with our 
2013 Region 21 competition performance.

We’ll also have coaching sessions with Chris Robertson and Suzy Lo-
baugh before April. Many of our members are new to competition, and 
the additional support from these three acclaimed coaches will be the 

icing on our cake!
Our Love Bugs 

double quartet at  
summer regional 
was pure “beetle” 
mania, and all 
of our creepy-
crawlies had a 
great time!

Autumn saw a 
successful fund-
raiser for the cho-

rus as well as a benefit performance for the Verde Valley Caregivers.
Winter has lured our snowbirds back from colder climes, and we’ve 

been busy preparing for our annual show on December 2. Special 
guests include Ms. Cellaneous, our own Jeanie Carroll, and the local 
men’s Barbershop chorus, Harmony on the Rocks. We’ll be joined on-
stage for several songs by guest singers from the community and a few 
friends from Song of the Pines Chorus.

Red RockAppella holiday sing-outs include a performance at the lo-
cal Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and the Elks Lodge and 
at the opening ceremonies of the Sedona Festival of Lights.

Also, as Christmas nears, the chapter will again set aside a couple 
of evenings to sing “Christmas Card” carols via telephone for people 
throughout the country.

Happy Holidays to all of our wonderful SAI sisters!
–Sue Williams
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Camp Ringing Pines 
in Prescott in August. It was quite a learning 

experience and we had a wonderful time 
making new friends.

We are getting ready for Christmas by 
learning new music and getting excited to 
bring holiday cheer to our community. We 
are also learning new music for our annual 
competition and have new costumes which 
are going to be worn with a great deal of 
pleasure.

This is the busiest time of the year as we 
are gearing up now that most of us have 
returned from traveling and are back in 
Surprise.  Music makes our world go ‘round 

and we love it. Marsha & Bill Shaw are residents of Sun City West.
–Rebecca Ramey
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The Mission Viejo Chorus would like to offer a hearty congratula-
tions to our Region 21 sisters and their stellar performances at Interna-
tional in Denver. Those of us unable to be in Denver were watching the 
webcast with delight (and not just a little bit of bias!)

We sang through all four seasons in our November 10th Show, “Sea-
sons of Song.”  Under the direction of the legendary Stan Sharpe, our 
show featured Ms. Cellaneous (2012 Region 21 Medalists) and Fritz 
Coleman, NBC TV personality and comedian. The always-entertaining 
Gilbert Barragan Jr. was our MC.  

After directing numerous Sweet Adelines choruses since 1959, our 
Director, Stan Sharpe, is retiring at the tender age of 81. Currently a B-
level chorus, we recently earned back-to-back Most Improved awards. 
We are seeking a director who will lead us to the next level with their 
strong music skills and barbershop experience. Previous directing expe-
rience is preferred. If you are interested in or know anyone who might 
be interested in this opportunity, please contact Carol or Shirlene at:
DirectorSearch@MVSweetAdelines.org.  

Our busy Christmas Season is 
rapidly approaching, and we look 
forward to sharing holiday cheer 
with groups within our community.  
We will also offer singing grams to 
share our repertoire with family and 
friends who are too far away to at-
tend our performances.

Happy Holidays Everyone!!
–Denise Clifford

Mission Viejo Chorus Laguna Niguel, 
CA

Red RockAppella Chorus Sedona, 
AZ

Save the 
Date!

Stan Sharpe is Retiring
Stan Sharpe, director of the Mis-

sion Viejo Chorus, started his ca-
reer as a member of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society in 1949. Over the years, he has accumulated twelve 
Top 5 International Chorus medals, including 3 International Gold 
medals. As a quartet member he has sung baritone, bass and tenor. 
He was a member of: Kord Kutters (10th at the 1956 International 
contest), Stage 4, (1972 Far Western District Champions), Great 
Stage Robbery, (International qualifiers in 1976), Sixty Something, 
(Far Western District Senior Champions in 1996), and also were Pre-
ferred Blend (Far Western District qualifiers).

 Stan has been active in the Sweet Adelines organization since 
1958, directing several chapters throughout the United States. This is 
his third stint directing the Mission Viejo Chorus, beginning in 1979. 
He has taken the Mission Viejo Chorus to Top 5 International Place-
ments three times, and the chorus has won many awards under his 
direction.

Stan decided to retire from directing several years ago, and the cho-
rus encouraged him to return (okay, we dragged the poor man out of 
retirement!). We were proud and privileged to welcome Stan back 
to the chorus in 2009. We have grown and improved under his tute-
lage, and we recently received medals for 3rd place in our division, 
5th place over-all in our region, and 2 back-to-back Most Improved 
Awards. Stan has just recently decided to hang up his spats and his 
boater hat in order to fully enjoy his retirement. We are forever grate-
ful and indebted to him, we will always cherish all the special times, 
and we will all hold him dear to our hearts.

 Thank you for all the wonderful years, Stan!



Official Contest Photography by E.R. Lilley Photography ©2012;
All other photography by Karen Laderman, unless otherwise noted.
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10th Place and Novice Quartet Award Winner: Dolce

Director:  Pam Pieson • 106 on stage 
Contestant #20: Semifinal Songs: Love Me and the Worlds Is Mine, Sweet Georgia Brown

Contestant #6: Finals Songs: Oh, You Beautiful Doll, Their Hearts Were Full of Spring
Semifinal Score: 1502 points • Finals Score: 1514 points

HARBORLITES EARNS BRONZE MEDALS AT A BUSY CONVENTION FOR REGION 21

Finals Contestant #6
Songs: Sugar, At Last
Score:  1241 points

Semifinals Contestant #10
Songs: Don’t Break the 

Heart That Loves You; If 
Ever I Would Leave You

Score:  1251 points

Erin Sears, Ruthie Tabone, Mina Harkey, Megan Lyne

Rehearsal and Coaching

Contestant #36: UnLimited
Monique Manifold, Tomi McEvoy, Reema Hayashida, 

Karen Kuisel
Songs: Always, Runnin’ Wild

Score:  1058 points • 37th Place
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Rising Star Contest

Fanatix on the Coronet Club Show

Region 21 Rah-Rah

4th Place Medalists: DreamcatchersDirector:  Pam Pieson • 106 on stage 
Contestant #20: Semifinal Songs: Love Me and the Worlds Is Mine, Sweet Georgia Brown

Contestant #6: Finals Songs: Oh, You Beautiful Doll, Their Hearts Were Full of Spring
Semifinal Score: 1502 points • Finals Score: 1514 points

HARBORLITES EARNS BRONZE MEDALS AT A BUSY CONVENTION FOR REGION 21

The Call-Off

Lori Lyford receives recognition from 
Nancy Ditmer, President of the National 
Association for Music Education for “out-
standing contributions to the furtherance 
of music education in schools by promot-
ing the barbershop style as an American 
art form.”
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Region 21 RMT at 
the RMT Forum
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A rare reunion of All Star Jubilee

National Association for Music Education 
(NAfME)  Award Recipient Lori Lyford

Krista Moller, Haley Sumner, Pooja Paode, Nicole Knox
Contestant #9, Chandler High School, Scottsdale, AZ

Score: 354, Songs: Come Fly With Me, If I Give My Heart to You
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Contestant #36: UnLimited
Monique Manifold, Tomi McEvoy, Reema Hayashida, 

Karen Kuisel
Songs: Always, Runnin’ Wild

Score:  1058 points • 37th Place



Pacific Belles Escondido, 
CA
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The members of the Pacific Belles Chorus have been re-energized 
and busy this fall under our new leadership team of co-directors Lucy 
Cartano and Neva Chamberlain.  We have hosted a fall Open Sing gain-

ing several prospec-
tive members who 
will sing with us in 
December.  Along 
with rehearsing 
possible competi-
tion songs for April 

in Pasadena, we are now getting ready for our December 1st holiday 
show, “A ‘New’ Old Fashioned Christmas”. Our show will include many 
Christmas favorites by the chorus plus songs by our quartets Sugar-
time, Sisters in Song and In AChord. Those attending our December 
show will be treated to a delicious homemade Bake Sale, a 50/50 Dona-
tion Drawing in addition to a chance to win one of several gift baskets!  
Pacific Belles also has several holiday sing-outs on their calendar. 

PBC’s wish is that your lives be filled with love, family, and harmony 
throughout the holidays and in 2013!

–Joan Baird
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Wow, what a celebration we had! Our annual show, “The 2012 Cel-
ebration Show,” in September, featured 33 years of Enchanted Mesa 
Show Chorus’ favorite songs performed by the chorus, six quartets and 
special guest, Duke City Jazz Band, directed by Bill Biffle. Show music 
ran the gamut from Glen Miller, Duke Ellington and George Cohan to 
Reba McIntire, Broadway and pop tunes from the 60’s to the 80’s.

The August “Big Barbershop Extravaganza” brought together central 
New Mexico’s 
top women’s 
and men’s 
choruses, En-
chanted Mesa 
Show Cho-
rus, Route 66 
Sound, Duke 
City Sound, 
and the New 

MexiChords, singing and raising money for Youth Harmony Camp.
Fall was a busy time. We honored former, longtime chorus members 

at the Emeritus Luncheon. Adding to the event festivities were scrap-
books and posters from “days of yore” and entertainment by our quartets.

We helped hostess the MusicFest “Fall Staycation” held in Albuquer-
que, a wonderful educational experience led by Region 21 faculty Lori 
Lyford, NAfME recipient, and Jana Gutenson, certified music judge.

Continuing the togetherness theme, we chauffeured VIPs, ushered 
and applauded loudly during the men’s BHS Rocky Mountain District 
Convention. Somewhere midst all those activities, we had a super suc-
cessful rummage sale to nourish the chorus coffers.

For our December show, “Christmas Together...Once Again,” two 
award-winning choruses, Enchanted Mesa and Duke City Sound, are 
joining voices to usher in the season, creating a special blend of holiday 
harmony featuring traditional music sprinkled with thrilling new ar-
rangements by Denise King and Tony Sparks.

–Patty Brewer

El Paso Sungold El Paso, 
TX

Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus Albuquerque, 
NM
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Summer regional in August was “cool” Prescott fun. TDH did have 
to return the Golden Banana but Tons of Fun left with a second place 
ribbon in the double quartet competition!  Both the double quartet and 
the color chorus experiences are so valuable in improving barbershop 
skills. If you have not participated, you must take in the experience!

In September, Chairpersons Annie and Ron Hayes coordinated the ef-
forts of TDH and Tucson Sunshine Chorus volunteers to bring a won-
derful workshop to the high school students of Tucson and surrounding 
areas during the 7th Annual Youth In Harmony Festival. This year’s cli-
nicians were Anna-Lisa Glad and Steve DeCrow. The teaching quartets 
were HAB and Footnotes from TDH, and Joint Venture from Tuc-
son Sunshine 
Chorus.  It is 
always so amaz-
ing how quickly 
the “youth” put 
together the 
songs and cho-
reography to perform a show for their folks in one day!  It is a great feel-
ing to know you may have had some influence on young individuals in 
their musical quest in life when you volunteer with YIH. Thank you to 
all the high school chorus directors for your participation and support!

TDH holiday show combines the music of “Cool Composers & 
Holiday Warmth.”  Keep December 1st open to attend our show at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 2 PM, 7650 N Paseo del Norte. You just 
may catch a glimpse of ConTempo! Yes, they’re back! Margaret Rochon, 
Dayle Ann Cook, Debbie Shipman and Karen Meade. Better not miss it!

–Rhonda Benhase

Tucson Desert Harmony Chorus Tucson, 
AZ

Well, we have had a very eventful summer. First we traveled to 
Prescott AZ. where we had a marvelous weekend with Darlene Rogers, 
Kim Vaughn, Lori Lyford, and Pam Pieson,  and all of our sisters in har-
mony in Region 21. We want to send out a huge thank you to our RMT 
for putting events like this together, and for the warm welcome every-
one received during our beautiful weekend together. We also took a lit-
tle road trip up  to  Albuquerque, NM. in October, and were privileged 
to have Lori and Jana as our coaches for the day, and wow they were 
amazing. What a fun Saturday and great educational opportunity.

But with everything we have done this summer we have had one 
more major event. It is my pleasure to announce that the El Paso Sun-
gold is under new direction. Our new co-directors are Alesia Griswold 
and Patricia Acosta. Both of these amazing ladies are bringing  a new 
excitement to our organization. Alesia has already begun her Director 
Certification Program, and Patrica has started the Arrangers Develop-
ment Program. Both of these ladies are going to take us on a new growth 
and educational journey and we are looking forward to the continued 
improvement of our organiza-
tion. Also the El Paso Sungold 
would like to welcome our 
newest member to our group, 
Sarah Kern (who sings bari-
tone). Congratulations! 

And we would like to wish 
everyone Feliz Navidad, 
Merry Christmas, and a very wonderful NEW YEAR!

–Toni Surface



Get Social With 

Region 21!

Join us on...

Route 66 Sound Chorus was thrilled to achieve 2nd place, AA division, having com-
peted for the first time at Spring Convention in Pasadena! We would also like to thank 
everyone in the region for the warm thoughts and gifts from our “Baby Shower!”

We have moved to a wonderful new rehearsal location where we can finally store 
and regularly use our risers! We’ve had a great time mastering nearly an entire new 
repertoire for our annual 
show, “Feel The Rhythm,” on 
November 17. This holiday 
season we will be perform-
ing at the annual Festival of 
Trees and River of Lights 
events.  We are also planning 
a day of caroling at various 
retirement centers/hospitals, 
after which we will gather for 
a chorus party and the sing-
ing of Carol Grams. 

Route 66 Sound was ex-
cited to join with Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus, Duke City Sound Chorus and the 
New Mexichords from the Barbershop Harmony Society, along with two college age 
groups, The 505 (men’s) and On Q (women’s) in the first annual Barbershop Extrava-
ganza. We hope this will become a summer favorite in Albuquerque.

MusicFest in Albuquerque was a fabulous educational event with the incredible Lori 
Lyford and Education Coordinator Jana Gutenson. We learned so much and enjoyed 
the opportunity to be with our friends from El Paso Sungold Chorus, Enchanted 
Mesa Show Chorus and our Chapter-at-Large members from this part of the region.

–Judy Moore 
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Fiesta Chorus Mesa, 
AZ
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Wow! What a busy summer we have had this year! Members attending Camp Ring-
ing Pines reported having a great musical experience. Shortly thereafter, on August 19, 
we shared the stage with the New Gang on the Corner men’s chorus at Sun Lakes in 
Banning, CA. This was our first performance with our new director, Tomi McEvoy!

The “Stuff a Truck” project on September 8, was a lot of work, under very warm con-
ditions. Chorus member and coordinator Jan Almy, found a nice tree for us to sit under 
and visit while we worked. We had snacks and drinks and it was almost like a picnic!

Our annual “Croak and Soak” chorus potluck was held at our director’s house in 
Murrieta. We had a chance to meet all her little pooches and swim, as well as feasting 
on some delicious delicacies.

Most recently, we held our “Harmony Stars Festival” on October 20. What a busy, 
exhausting day for us all, 
but fun?  You bet!  Coordi-
nator Jane Jacobs reported 
that a total of 92 young la-
dies showed up; 21 of them 
had been to previous ses-
sions. They were back for 
more! Ms Cellaneous quartet were the clinicians and also the featured performers 
at the evening show. Beth Van Gelder, Assistant Director, did an awesome job as our 
chorus director for the evening.

Many members attended International Competition in Denver. They enjoyed hear-
ing all of our regional competing quartets and Harbolites Chorus perform. A busy 
holiday season is ahead of us, including a performance at the Tyler Mall in Riverside,CA 
and another at the Bass Pro Shop in Ontario, CA the day after Thanksgiving at 5:00 
AM (NO, this is not a typo!)

–Karen Pritchard Choy

As temperatures dip below the century mark in the 
Valley of the Sun, Fiesta is busy learning new music for 
great winter performances, and our show in February.  
The chorus had a fabulous summer. We had an excel-

lent showing at 
Camp Ringing 
Pines, taking ad-
vantage of the 
fine tutelage of 
Darlene Rogers, 
and singing our 
hearts out in the 
three regional 
choruses. The 
educational op-

portunities in Region 21 are numerous and this was a 
perfect example. We also participated in the Fred  O. 
Koch Memorial Summer Bash, sponsored by the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society’s  Spirit of Phoenix Chorus, 
winning first place in the “Very Large Quartet “ contest, 
and enjoying  chord ringing with our sisters and broth-
ers in harmony. 

The members are busy with fundraisers, most recent-
ly a ceramics painting party, and parking lot sale. We are 
preparing too for our highly successful Holiday Singing 
Grams. Our sound is better than ever, as we concentrate 
on chord-ringing with one voice while bringing heart, 
passion and energy to our entire repertoire.

Membership increase is still high on our agenda, and 
we’ve welcomed three new members in the last few 
months. Our marketing efforts in social media avenues 
have paid off both in membership exposure and perfor-
mance leads.

As we celebrate our twentieth anniversary, in Fiesta Cho-
rus, we come for the music but stay for the friendships.

–Mary Hood

Inland Empire Chorus Riverside, 
CA

Route 66 Sound Albuquerque, 
NM

and coming soon...
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Touché CAL-Region 9, Golden Sands, Harborlites, Pride of Portland, Toast of Tampa

Patty Cobb Baker, Gina Baker, Kim McCormic, Jan Anton
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Dolce CAL-Region 11, Harborlites, 
Mission Viejo

Erin Sears, Mina Harkey, Megan Lyne, Ruthie Tabone

WOW! Dolce is still flying high after a 
whirlwind journey to Denver, culminating in 
an unforgettable week that was more than we 
could have hoped for! We are so honored to 
be the new 2013 Novice Quartet Champions, 
and 10th place medalists! (Hehe, still giggling 
as I type this!) The love, encouragement, finan-
cial support, hugs, smiles, and Facebook posts 
were overwhelming, and we are so very thank-
ful to be a part of this amazing region! We truly 
could not have done this without all of YOU!

To say we have been blessed with the “dream 
team” of coaches would be an understatement. 
To our “Quartet Dad” Dr. Greg Lyne, we love 
you so much and missed you in Denver, but 
getting to share it with you via Skype was 
very special! Pam Pieson, Jeff Baker, and Cindy 
Hansen were there with us every step of the 
way in Denver; man are we lucky or what! One 
of the most special moments of the week was 
being on stage when Touché was announced 
as the new Queens! Huge congratulations to 
Dreamcatchers, and UnLimited, and to our 
Harborlites Sisters, for giving a gift to that au-
dience and a truly unforgettable performance. 
We are so excited for 2013. Is is time for Ha-
waii yet?! Much love,

–Megan, Ruthie, Erin, and Mina

“When you’re doing something you love to do, the only reward you need is the 
experience of doing it.”       –Bill Gove

 However...if you are rewarded with a crown after you finish doing what you love, SWEET!  
Touché is so proud and so humbled to be your 2013 Sweet Adelines International Queens of 
Harmony! What an amazing week we had in Denver. It was filled with joy, laughter, tears, trepi-
dation, elation, sorrow, anticipation...every imaginable emotion. We think we have perfected the 
self-facelift from all the smiling after the announcement on Friday afternoon!  It was incredibly 
special for us to have so many Region 21 members in Denver to wish us well and, then, do the 
happy dance with us. Region 21, you have done so much to help make our dream a reality; we are 
forever in your debt and you are forever in our hearts. We can’t wait to be back with you in April 
at regional competition!

A quick recap of the last few months: singing on the Winner’s Circle show in Region 11 and 
being coached by the incomparable Betty Clipman in two of her classes there; conducting our 
very first Touché Quartet Workshop in Region 24; coaching with Betty and Carole Kirkpatrick 
in Columbus, OH and singing for the fantastic Scioto Valley Chorus; and performing on two 
shows hosted by the Pride of Portland Chorus. As always, we’d love to perform for you on 
YOUR chapter show!

Finally, one last shout out to Dolce and our very own Harborlites Chorus for their outstand-
ing Denver performances! What a privilege to share the stage with such incredible performers!

A’rivers for now and MERCY BUCKETS! Love,
–Patty, Gina, Jan, and Kim

Lori,

Congratulations on your

“Music E
ducator of the Ye

ar” a
ward. 

You cert
ainly d

eser
ve it

. We

love y
ou, Song of the

Pines

To our singing sisters in
UnLimited, you did a wonderful job 
representing Region 21 in Denver. 

We couldnʼt be more proud!
Love, Harborlites

Chorus

Itʼs...a queen! Weʼre thrilled to 

welcome a new queen to the family! 

Congratulations Touché and Patty on 

your amazing accomplishment.

All our love,

Harborlites

Congratulations to Dolce –
you were fabulous!
–Song of the Pines

Pam – Thank you for your heart,

grace, and gift of expressive magic 

– wishing you a holiday season

filled with joy & relaxation!

xo Risa

Dolce - you girls ROCKED it! You took Novice to a whole new level – 10th in the world! Sa-weet!
xo Risa

Congratulations Patty

and Touché! Have a

wonderful year as the

reigning Queens of

Harmony!

Love, Beth

Congratulations to 

Harborlite
s!

You were 
awesome!

– Song of the Pines

To my Harborlites Sistahs - thanks to each of you for your excellence in performance & friendship; hoping to make music again with youin the future!
xo Risa

Congratulations to Touché –Youʼre #1.Love ya,Song of the Pines

Pam, thank you for
inspiring us to create magical 

moments on stage. It was an honor 
to share them with you.Love, yourHarborlites

Dolce, your Harborlites sisters could not be more proud of your top ten placement in Denver.We love you!

Patty – you and Touché were 

magnificent – your pathway 

to the stars was an

inspiration – enjoy your 

GOLD-en year!
xo Risa

      Dear           
         Dreamcatchers,

We couldnʼt be prouder of you and

your wonderful performance in Denver

that earned you those 4th place

Rising Star Medals! You are

beautiful in every way!

Mamas L

and G

Pam and Harborlit
es–

You were 
amazing, musica

l, 

passio
nate a

nd gorgeou
s on

ce a
gain!  

Thank you
 for 

you
r gift o

f those 

beautiful rin
ging chords!

–Jana

UnLimited,

Song of the Pines

congratulates you

on your great

performance

at International.

To the wonderful Harborlites      .
who made it possible for me to go 

to Denver – thank you for your 
generosity and hard work.

Love you!–Karen



UnLimited was so proud to be in Denver 
sharing the stage with Touché, Dolce, Dream-
catchers and Harborlites. We so appreciated 
all of the love and support we received from 
our sisters in Region 21 and our home chorus-
es, San Diego and Inland Empire. We loved 
seeing all the jumbotron slides with our photos 
and messages wishing good luck. Although we 
didn’t make the cut this year, we plan to work 
hard and improve our performance. 

Our holidays will be filled with song and 
laughter and we look forward to sharing our 
music with you at your shows and regional 
events this next year.

Huge congratulations to all our fellow com-
petitors and especially to Touché for bringing 

UnLimited Inland Empire, San Diego 

Monique Manifold, Tomi McEvoy, Reema Hayashida, Karen Kuisel
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Mary Branham, Chris Robertson, Sarah Slade, Susan Phinney

Ms. Cellaneous  Golden Sands, Harborlites, 
Scottsdale, Vista Hills

Ms. Cellaneous Business!
Since “Camp Ringing Pines” the Cellaneous 

sisters have been busy. In August, we shared 
the stage with The New Gang on the Corner 
Chorus, High Fidelity and the Inland Em-
pire Chorus at Sun Lakes in Beaumont, Cali-
fornia. Then in September, we shared our Cel-
laneous humor and love of barbershop music 
at the “Harmony Stars YWIH Festival” put on 

Lori,

Congratulations on your

“Music E
ducator of the Ye

ar” a
ward. 

You cert
ainly d

eser
ve it

. We

love y
ou, Song of the

Pines

Pam and Harborlit
es–

You were 
amazing, musica

l, 

passio
nate a

nd gorgeou
s on

ce a
gain!  

Thank you
 for 

you
r gift o

f those 

beautiful rin
ging chords!

–Jana

by the Inland Empire Chorus. This is always a 
fun experience to work with our future Sweet 
Adelines.

In October, the Cellaneous crew had the 
honor of singing Chris’ new daughter-in-law 
down the aisle at her youngest son’s wedding. 
There wasn’t a dry eye during the song and 
that was just the quartet! At the end of the 
month Ms. Cellaneous opted to watch the In-
ternational Contest from the Robertson Bed 
and Breakfast. Along with a few Sweet Ade-
line friends we cheered on Region 21’s quar-
tets and chorus. I believe we shattered a few 
windows screaming when Patty Cobb Baker 
was crowned a Queen of Harmony. We were 
equally proud of Dolce, UnLimited, Dream-
catchers, and the Harborlites Chorus.  In No-
vember we had the honor of sharing the stage 
with the Mission Viejo Chorus and their out-
going director, Stan Sharpe. The Cellaneous 
sisters gave him a royal sing-off. In December 
we will be ringing in the holidays on the Red 
RockAppella Show in Sedona.  We wish all of 
our friends in Region 21 a Happy Holiday and 
a fantastic New Year.  See you in Pasadena!

–Mary, Chris, Susan, and Sarah Cellaneous

home the shiny hats. You truly took us to Mile 
High levels.

We love you all,
–Monique, Reema, Karen and Tomi
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Mark your calendar and come to 
Summer Camp...

• Special Guest Faculty: Sandy Marron and Judy 
Pozsgay!
• Sing in a chorus with International Chorus 
Champion Directors Lori Lyford and Pam Pieson!
• Special enhanced educational tracks for visual 
team, directors, chorus leadership, and arrangers!
• Plus all your favorites including the Show of Champions, Double Quartet Contest, “All-
Region Camp Dinner,” and S’more Singing Afterglow Saturday night!

Prescott Resort, Prescott, Arizona • August 9-11, 2013



Make plans now to attend next year’s Club 21 Quar-
tet Workshop.  For the first time ever, we will have two 
One-Day workshops: in Arizona (January 26, 2013) 
and in California (February 9, 2013). Expect top-notch 
coaching, teaching, and judging from our fabulous 
Club 21 members. Quartets and individual singers 
are welcome and we encourage you to attend. The low 
price registration fee of $20 includes your lunch! 

TIN PAN ALLEY RESTRUCTURED
Remember quartets roaming the hallways at regional events singing cool songs?  

These songs were arranged either by the ADP group or by members of the ADP, and 
the purpose of the Tin Pan Alley quartets was to get those songs “out there” so that 
Region 21 regional weekend attendees could hear them and, hopefully, be inspired to 
look through our notebook of available songs, free to quartets who would sing them.  

That notebook full of songs has been around for a 
LONG time, and we’re finding that in these diffi-
cult economic times entire quartets aren’t as likely 
to attend a regional weekend together. So we’re 
starting from scratch with the Tin Pan Alley songs 
and we’re going to try a new approach to finding 
quartets to sing them. I’m going to be asking for the 
members of the ADP to submit songs they would 
be willing to donate to Tin Pan Alley, and the sub-
missions will be reviewed by certified arrangers to 
assure that they are strong arrangements. Next, 
I’m going to contact the directors in the region in 
a search for “pick up” quartets from their choruses 
who, although not registered, might all be attend-
ing a regional event in which they could sing a Tin 

Pan Alley song. There is no reason why a quartet singing songs in the hallways has to 
be registered, and some chorus directors might think of a foursome they could recom-
mend to give it a try. Who knows what might ensue?

–Anna Maria Parker, ADP Coordinator

Club 21

Arrangers Development Program (ADP)

Congratulation to Dreamcatchers, the Rising Star competitors who wowed the international audience and took 4th place in Denver! Way to go 
girls! They truly made us proud!

Region 21 now has  three annual Young Women in Harmony festivals going on and one 
new festival well on its way. Tucson Desert Harmony had their 7th Annual “Southern 
AZ Youth In Harmony Festival” on September 15th, co-sponsored by Tucson Barber-
shop eXperience of the Barbershop Harmony Society, with 150 enthusiastic male and 
female high school students. Anna-Lisa Glad of Mountain Jubilee Chorus and Steve 

DeCrow of 
The Vocal 
Majority 
fired up 
the stu-
dents as co-clinicians.

On October 20th, Inland Empire Chorus held their 5th annual 

Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 K
a

r
e

n
 L

a
d

e
r
m

a
n

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 G
e

o
r
g

e
 G

e
r
b

i
P

h
o

to
 b

y
 K

a
r
e

n
 L

a
d

e
r
m

a
n

“ H a r m o n y 
Stars” Young 
Women in 

Harmony Festival in Redlands, CA. 92 young women participated in the festival – 21 
of them had attended a previous “Harmony Stars” Festival. Ms. Cellaneous served as 
clinicians and were featured performers on the evening show.

Harborlites Chorus is preparing its 8th annual “Diva Day” on February 2, 2013, at 
Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa, CA with Jennifer Perry Edwards of Moxie La-
dies as the clinician. This year Harborlites will add a Quartet Showcase featuring high 
school quartets and double quartets from the participating schools.

Pacific Belles Chorus is busily preparing for its very first festival “Barbershop A Cap-
pella Rocks” to be held on October 12, 2013 in Carlsbad, CA, co-sponsored by The Mu-
sic Men Chorus of the Barbershop Harmony Society. According to Neva Chamberlain 
and Darlene Thorud, many of the details have been already worked out, and the whole 
chorus is eagerly on board!

–Annie Hayes, Young Women In Harmony Coordinator
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Quartets are invited to perform their contest set in 
their costume and make-up. A panel of “judges” will 
evaluate the performance. Quartets will then receive 
coaching in their areas of greatest need.

After coaching, an afternoon “show” will showcase 
one song per quartet.

Non-quartet members may also attend. There will be 
classes and quartet matching opportunities at each site. 
We will use “Back in the Old Routine” as the quartet 
matching song.  Learning tracks and music will soon be 
available on our website:  www.club-21.org

Details have been set for the AZ Quartet Staging 
Day on Saturday. January 26th:

             Time: 9:00-5:00
              Place: The Rock at 32nd ST
             13625 N 32nd St
 (32nd St and Thunderbird)
              Phoenix AZ 85032
   At press time, we are in the process of finalizing a 

site for the California location. Watch the website for 
further updates.

We look forward to seeing you there! 
–Tomi McEvoy, Club 21 President
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January Global Open House Events
**January 22 Global Open House–Inland Empire Chorus – Riverside, CA
**January 26 Club 21 Stage Day – Phoenix, AZ

February 2 Harborlites YWIH “Diva Day” Festival – Costa Mesa, CA
**February 9 Club 21 Stage Day – TBD, CA

March 1-3 RMT Meeting
April 4-7 Regional Convention & Competition – Pasadena, CA
**May 1 Harmonic Progression

May 10-12 Arrangers Development Program Annual Retreat – Tucson, AZ
**July 18-21 Side By Side/Judge Training/Director’s Seminar/

Faculty Training – Chapman University, Orange, CA
August 9-11 Summer Seminar (with Judy Pozsgay, Sandy Marron) – Prescott, AZ

**Sept. 6-8 RMT Meeting
November 5-9 International Convention & Competition – Honolulu, HI

2
0
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March 7-9 RMT Meeting
April 24-27 Regional Convention & Competition – Mesa, AZ
June 13-15 Director’s Workshop (featuring Sharon Babb) – TBD

August 8-10 Summer Seminar (featuring Jim Arns) – TBD
September 12-14 RMT Meeting

November 4-8 International Convention & Competition – Baltimore, MD

‘1
5 April 16-19 Regional Convention & Competition – TBD

October 6-10 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV

‘1
6
-

1
7 October 18-22 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV

October 10-14 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV

Regional and
International Events

Dec. 1-2 Enchanted Mesa 
Show Chorus 
– Christmas Show

Dec. 1 Pacific Belles–  
Christmas Show

Dec. 1 Tuscon Desert 
Harmony 

 – Annual Show
Dec. 2 Red RockAppella
 – Annual Show
Dec. 12** San Diego
 – Christmas Show

Feb 23,  Song of the Pines 
  2013** – Annual Show
July 6-7,  Song of the Pines 
   – Annual Show
Nov. 2** Mission Viejo 

– Annual Show

Chapter Shows 
2012-2013

**New Listings/Changes in Red

For the most up-to-date calendar 
listings, check the Region 21
website (www.region21.org).

To have your event or chapter show listed on the Region 21 calendar, contact the RMT Team Coordinator Sue Bowdoin (e-mail: subowdoin@comcast.
net). The Chapter Date Clearance Form is available for download on the regional website.

Region 21 Double Quartet Contest–Camp Ringing Pines, Prescott, AZ, August 11, 2012

Contestant #3: The Sol Sisters (El Paso 
Sungold): 3rd Place

Contestant #5: PBJ8 
(Harborlites, Scottsdale, 

Golden Sands, Vista Hills)
Contestant #1: The Love Bugs (Red 

RockAppella)

The Mistress 
of Ceremonies, 
Emily “Emo” 

O’Brien dresses in 
hotel napkins to 

salute the Golden 
Banana.

Contestant #4: Tons of Fun (Tucson 
Desert Harmony): 2nd PlaceContestant #2: Afterglow (Scottsdale): 1st 

Place and the Golden Banana
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Photos by Karen Laderman



2005 & 2008 International Chorus Champions
Sweet Adelines International

www.harborliteschorus.org

2005 & 2008 International Champion Chorus 
Sweet Adelines International
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