
Summer 2017Volume XII, Number 1

Scottsdale
2017 Regional Chorus Champions

Scottsdale 
and 

Harborlites 
qualify to 

compete in 
St. Louis 
with the 

two highest 
scores in 

the world. – 
Pages 8 & 9

Harborlites
2017 Silver Medalist and Wildcard Chorus

2017 Regional Quartet Champions
C’est la vie



At the close of the contest season, Region 21 has two quartets 
preparing to 
compete in 
Las Vegas in 
October.

As Region 
21’s quartet 
c h a m p i o n , 
C’est la vie 
will compete 
as contestant 

#44. By the luck of the draw, they will be the third of three Ris-
ing Star Champions 
to perform in a row 
(contestant #42 is 
Class Ring and 
contestant #43 is 
GQ). Spin-Off will 
be contestant #10, 
breaking their three 
contest “streak” of 
competing as contestant #21. All eight singers are members of 
Scottsdale.

This year marks the first time in several years that no Region 
21 member is singing in a quartet that qualified for international 
competition in another region.

returned to competi-
tion and also to the 
medals, earning 4th 
place ribbons singing  
“I’ve Got a Feeling I’m 
Falling” and “Beware 
My Foolish Heart.” 
Vocal Signature rep-

resents Har-
borlites and 

Elvis may have left the building but Region 21 quartets and an ap-
preciative audience filled the Orpheum Theater on Friday night. C’est 

la vie defended 
their 2016 title by 
becoming the 2017 
Region 21 Quar-
tet Champions. 
All members of   
Scottsdale, C’est 
la vie earned the 
right to return to 
Las Vegas singing 
“Exactly Like You” 
and “If You Love 

Me, Really Love Me.” C’est la vie improved their score to 620 points. 
The audience got to enjoy an extra dose of C’est la vie as they also per-
formed their outgoing champion package at the close of the competi-
tion session. 

Performing last, as they did in 2016 when they were also contestant 
#21, SpinOff earned 
a Wild Card spot to 
return to Las Vegas. 
Representing Scotts-
dale, SpinOff scored 
617 points to earn 
second place medals, 
singing their contest 
set of “This Can’t Be 
Love” and “Stars Fell 
on Alabama.” 

Third place medalists Ms. Cellaneous received two standing ova-
tions and welcoming applause that delayed the start of their perfor-
mance. Crossing the stage right after intermission as contestant #12, 

they earned 597 
points performing 
“Hard Hearted Han-
nah” and “The Sec-
ond Time Around.” 
Mary Slade-Bra-
nham and Sarah 
Slade-Branham sing 
with Scottsdale, and 

Chris Robertson and Susan Phinney are members of Harborlites.
Vocal Signature missed competition last year due to the birth of ten-

or Valerie Campbell’s twin girls. With new bass Sally Malinowski, they 
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and Harborlites earns a Wild Card to com-
pete in St. Louis at International Competi-
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8&9

departments
4 Regional Management Team (RMT)

6 Chorus News

13 Quartet News

14 Around the Golden West

calendar
15

•Southwest Arrangers Development Program (SWADP)
•Club 21
•Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)

Chorus, Regional and International Events

advertisements
Harborlites Chorus ........ back cover
Love Notes .......................................... 12
OC Sound ..............................................5

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 K

a
r
e
n

 L
a
d

e
r
m

a
n

Expression Judge Dale 
Syverson was a last-minute 
replacement on the judging 
panel. She even stayed to par-
ticipate in the Sunday morn-
ing education class (shown 
above).

Cover photos by Chris Robertson, Karen Laderman and Kathy Wright. Masthead design by Linda Carlberg.

Members of Region 21 to Compete in the
Quartet Contest in Vegas III

Our “Viva 21!” Quartets Rocked the House at the Historic 
Orpheum Theater in Phoenix, AZ
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COVER STORY:
2017 Region 21 Quartet Contest

C’est la vie takes home the gold medals for 
the second year in a row to return to inter-
national competition at “Vegas III.”

2

Golden West Magazine
559 S. Harbor Blvd. #A

Anaheim, CA 92805
714-563-9300

Fax: 714-563-9310
www.region21.org
GWM@region21.org

Beyond the Golden West...
IES came back! The International Education Symposium was “Back to the Future” and included the 

Sweet Adelines International Rising Star Contest, a new Mixed Harmony Quartet Contest, and world-
class education from Sweet Adelines faculty and special guests. Our own Jana Gutenson (Scottsdale) co-
chaired the event with Cammi MacKinlay, which was held at the University of Maryland in College Park, 

MD. Many members of the region attended this sold-
out education event. Other Region 21 members joining 
Jana to serve on the faculty were: Patty Cobb Baker, Suzy 
Lobaugh, Lori Lyford, and Kim Vaughn.

With the return of IES, the Rising Star Contest took 
place on Saturday afternoon. Former member of Har-
borlites, Sara Littlefield (2015 Rising Star contestant 
with The Champinellies) came together with friends 
from across the country (Regions 1, 4, 5, 8, and 21) to 
compete as contestant #6 Adrenaline. Adrenaline 
scored 375 points (100 points per judge are available) to 
win the 2017 Rising Star Quartet Contest.

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 E

. R
. L

ille
y

SpinOff–Contestant #10 in Las Vegas III

C’est la vie–Contestant #44 in Las Vegas III

Chapter-At-Large.
Contestant #2, 

Parfait from In-
land Empire and 
Harborlites, were 
the first perform-
ers as Contestant 
#1 withdrew. They 
sang an award-win-
ning set right out of the gate, and earned fifth place medals with a score 
of 570, singing “Cry Baby” and “What Kind of Fool Am I.”

This year’s Most Im-
proved Quartet Award 
was earned by U.Q. 
from Scottsdale. They 
were clearly surprised, 
as their bass was out of 
the room for the award 
presentation at the 
Show of Champions 
(Ms. Cellanceous bass Sarah 
Slade-Branham stepped in for the 
official photo). No quartets were 
eligible for the Novice Quartet 
Award and no quartet chose the 
Open Division, so there were no 
Novice or Audience Choice/Bravo quartet awards for 2017.

Photos by E. R. Lilley, unless otherwise noted
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2017 Rising Star Champion Quartet: 
Adrenaline



Welcome to Camp Sea Breeze in my back yard, San Diego! I am looking forward 
to the weekend of music education with Mo Field and our awesome Regional Fac-
ulty. And whether you are interested in learning about arranging, judging, adminis-
trative best practices, or singing – there is a class for you

“The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give 
it away.” – William Shakespeare

As you know, this wonderful singing sisterhood is run largely by members. From 
Chapter Leadership to Regional Management to our International Board of Di-
rectors, we are an organization whose leaders sing on the risers. And it’s that time 
again.  It is time for you to look inside and ask if it 
is time for YOU to volunteer at the next level. Our 
Region has many shadow and committee positions 
open, as well as the four Coordinator positions for 
the upcoming 2018-2020 term: Communications, 
Education, Membership, and Team Coordinator

Not sure you’re ready to serve on the RMT? These 
important committee roles also provide an oppor-
tunity to serve: ADP Coordinator, Marketing and 
Creative Team, Communication and Website Team, 
Coordinator “Shadows.”

“If you think you are too small to be ef-
fective, you have never been in bed with 
a mosquito.” – Betty Reese

We all know you have ideas about how to make 
our great region even better: digital strategies, so-
cial strategies, membership strategies. JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION. Come have a nightcap with 
the RMT on Friday night and find out what it’s all 
about. See you there.

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the 
time; they just have the heart.” – Elizabeth Andrew

 Team Coordinator, Tracey Sandberg

Hi Everyone!
From May through July, I had the pleasure of spend-

ing time with three of our region’s chapters. We did some 
work to re-connect with each chorus’ unique and special 

 Education Coordinator, Bonnie McKibben
I already know how to breathe…I learned that years ago…
Of course we all know how to breathe; and manage our breath; and move when 

we sing; and warm up properly; and stay connected to the character; and sing with a 
lifted countenance, etc.. We learned that in our first ever regional education event!

So that’s all it takes is going to one event, and poof, you’re educated? If only! If that 
were the case we’d all be walking around with crowns or big honking gold medals. 
And truly, those folks walking around with crowns and gold medals are still getting 
coaching, and attending classes, and working hard to improve.

Dale Syverson once told a class that she was teaching that she goes to absolutely 
every educational event that she can. She learns something new each time she sits in 
a class. And how many gold medals does she have? More than I have fingers!

We’re pretty lucky in this region to have so many gold medalists and queens walk-
ing around. And we’re also lucky to have these folks teaching classes.

I strongly encourage you to mark your calendars now for the upcoming classes. 
And keep your eyes out for some really cool online learning coming to you soon.

Coming up:
November 2017 Music Fest in Albuquerque with President Paula Davis
January 2018 Quartet Workshop in Ontario CA with LoveNotes
April 2018 Judging Panel Classes Sunday after competition
June 2018 Arrangers Development Retreat AND
June 2018 Directors/Music Team Retreat
July 2018 Summer Seminar with Dale Syverson and Peggy Gram

And it just goes on and on.

 Membership Coordinator, Adelina Dudda

Each event opens up the possibility of new understand-
ing of something old, or learning something completely 
new! And then there is the social aspect. Some of my best 
friends on this planet I met at these events.

I look forward to seeing you soon.
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2017-2018 Region 21 Regional Management Team 
(l to r) Back row: Membership Coordinator Adelina Dudda, Directors’ 
Coordinator Jonni Wood, Communications Coordinator Karen Laderman, 
Education Coordinator Bonnie McKibben. Front row: Finance Coordinator 
Mary Chilton, Marketing Coordinator Kat Shaver, Events Coordinator Victoria 
Kemsley, Team Coordinator Tracey Sandberg.

culture. By using facilitated, non-threatening exercises 
to encourage open conversation, we identified and ad-
dressed aspects of chorus-life that were negatively im-
pacting member enthusiasm and engagement. We also 
highlighted all the great stuff that draws us back to our 
weekly rehearsals. Each chorus worked together to build 
and buy-into their shared vision for the future. By the end 
of our time together the choruses identified top priorities 
on which their limited volunteer time should focus.

One thing that became clear is that this type of forward-
looking strategic planning was not a regularly occurring 
activity for these groups. Further, many singers who aren’t 
on the administrative or musical teams were in a bit of a 
fog on why things are done the way they are.  Especially the 
newest members.  It’s so easy for us to fall into a rhythm: 
REHEARSE – PERFORM – REHEARSE – COMPETE – 
REPEAT AS NECESSARY. But, to build or to maintain a 
healthy culture –one that naturally will attract new mem-
bers and repeat performances – we need to pause periodi-
cally, take a breath, and plot a course for the future. 

Using an external facilitator could help to ensure all 
members voices are heard while keeping the conversation 
focused.  If your chorus could benefit from an exercise like 
this, I’m happy to help! Contact me at rmt_membership@
region21.org to learn more.

Sylvia Iantha Alsbury, 86, of Tucson, Ari-
zona died June 22, 2017 in Tucson from 

complications of lung cancer. Her free spirit, humor, and inspirational 
coaching skills ensure that she will be missed by the many women who 
were touched by her presence. 

Sylvia was born in Port Arthur, Texas, September 26, 1930. She re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from the San Francisco Con-

servatory of Music in 1953. She mar-
ried Norris Nahman in 1953. Two sons 
were born of this union: Norris Stanley 
and Vance Nahman. Norris and Sylvia 
were divorced in 1968. 

Sylvia affiliated with Sweet Adelines 
International (SAI) when she joined 
the Lawrence, Kansas Chapter in 
1959. With her musical knowledge and 
ability, she quickly became director of 
the chorus and served in that role from 
1961-1965. While there, she formed 
the Aqua Tones Quartet, which 
placed 2nd in the 1963 Competition. 

In 1965 the family moved to Boul-
der, Colorado. Sylvia earned a Master 
of Arts degree in Counseling from the 
University of Colorado in 1971, and 

worked part-time at the Boulder Mental Health Center as a geriatric 
counselor. She also directed the Centennial Chapter at the first SAI 
Chorus Competition in Washington, DC. in 1973. In 1980, under the 
co-direction of Sylvia and Julie Haller, the High Country Chorus won 
the International Chorus Competition in Atlanta, Georgia. Raymond 
Alsbury and Sylvia were married in 1971, and divorced in 1977. Sylvia 
did not remarry after that. 

Sylvia moved to Tucson, Arizona in 1981 and was one of the first in-
dividuals to become a professional Sweet Adeline….as a director, coach, 
and arranger.   During her time in Tucson she partnered with Karen 
Brook and Patty Barnes, forming The Music Group - providing original 
barbershop songs and offering educational seminars.     She traveled to 
every region in the organization to coach choruses and quartets, and 
teach at regional meetings. Sylvia was a certified SAI arranger, Inter-
national Faculty Member and Judge in both Music and Showmanship 
categories. She also served on the International Board of Directors. In 
2007, she was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from SAI and 
received her 50-year membership pin in 2009.  Her vast knowledge of 
music and a cappella singing in the barbershop style made her a favorite 
coach and instructor at music schools. Her coaching and teaching were 
laced with a lot of humor. She continued to coach choruses and quartets 
until 2016.  In addition to her very active life as a Sweet Adeline, Sylvia 
became an accomplished painter and enjoyed playing golf.

Sylvia is survived by her son Norris Stanley Nahman, and his wife 
Beverly, of Aiken, SC., son Vance Nahman, and his wife Kathy, of Moun-
tain View, CA., and grandchildren Kelly Nahman McGovern, Andy 
Nahman, and Haley Nahman.

A video tribute entitled “Sylvia Alsbury Tribute” may be seen on You-
Tube.com. In remembrance, donations may be made to the Sweet Ade-
lines International Arranger Training Program (9110 S. Toledo Avenue, 
Tulsa, OK 74137).

–Susan Updegraph

In MemoriamYour help is needed.
Really.

Our region is full of amazing women with talents 
in a variety of areas. Sure, we can sing and perform.  
But why not share all your talents? Throughout a 
normal year, there are countless regional activities 
ranging from teeny-tiny tasks to large and thrilling 
projects that need your skills. 

The goal of the Nominating Committee is to spot 
those willing to share their talents for the good of 
Region 21. Not sure what you can do for the region? 
Well, let us know your skills and how much time you 
can give to the region.  Do you have an idea on how 
something within the region can be improved? Share 
your idea, and I’ll help to pair you up with others who 
share your passion or have skills to move your idea 
through to an exciting new program to keep Region 
21 at the cutting edge of innovation.

Send a note to nominatingcommittee@region21.
org or speak with any member of the RMT if you’d 
like to explore some options.

Ready to apply to serve on the RMT? Or to serve as 
a “shadow” of a current RMT member? Fill out the 
online application on the regional website: 

region21.org/about-us-rmt-application/

–Adelina Dudda for the Nominating Committee

Sylvia Alsbury

NOMINATING COMMITTEE



It seems the only constant in life is change. After a fun and exciting com-
petition season, we said goodbye to our director Cary Burns. He left us in 

good hands, as our 
own Pat Bowen has 
been directing us and 
leading us in this tran-
sitional phase. We 
also lost our rehearsal 
venue in Tempe, but 
after a few weeks at 
Anne McCawley’s of-

fice complex, we have now relocated to 
the Family Life Center at the 1st United 
Methodist Church in Mesa. Thank you, 
Anne, for your continued generosity.

    On May 27, we performed a patri-

It’s too darn hot! No, that’s not our new uptune. It really is hot here!   
But while members take a week here and there to escape to cooler climes 
– did we mention that Jana and Lori were “down under” for a couple of 
weeks to coach Christchurch City Chorus during their winter? – the 
remaining chorus members rock on learning new music and chore-
ography including another arrangement from our friend Aaron Dale. 
Challenging? Yes. His arrangements are challenging. What goes on in 
that mind, we can only wonder. Top that off with some wild and crazy 
choreography designed by our own Becky Eisenberg, who has time to 
think about 
the heat?

We were 
happy to see 
Aaron and 
his Kentucky 
Vocal Union 
Chorus up 
close in July as 
we once again 
h o s t e s s e d 
them and sang with them on a joint show, “SINGsational Barbershop,” 
before they rocked their disco number on the international stage.  

Speaking of international, we can’t wait to see the San Diego Chorus 
and our own quartets, C’est la vie and SpinOff, when they take that stage 
in October. We know that our region is well-represented by these fine 
groups and we wish them our very best in Las Vegas.  

At this writing, the official list of wildcards for St. Louis has not been 
divulged, but we have it on good authority (their phenomenal score) 
that Region 21 will have TWO chorus competitors.  Here’s to Harbor-
lites!  See you under the arch!

–Linda Allen
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n Song of the Pines is still flying high after our Region 21 contest last 
April where we earned 2016 First Place, Division A, and 5th Place Over-

all medals, making this a very successful contest for us. 
Each and every chorus member gave their all to make this 
happen with the dedicated work from our director  Suzy 
Lobaugh, choreographer Rosemary Baltensberger, and our 
talented and knowledgeable coach Jana Gutenson.  When 

they say, “It takes a village!” it is so true!
We took a different approach to contest this time, which worked well 

for us. Instead of referring to it as a contest, we viewed it as a “perfor-
mance opportunity” and performed to the best audience anyone could 
ever ask for – our Sweet Adelines sisters, families, and friends. Our only 
competition was ourselves and our goal was to improve our score from 
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St. Louis, here we come! Harborlites has accepted the invitation as 
Wild Card #1 and will be representing Region 21 in the chorus contest 
next Fall along with our sisters in harmony, Scottsdale. Spring Regional 
was a thrilling experience for veterans and rookies alike!  

As an exciting launch to our International journey, the Harborlites 
A n n u a l 
Show, “A 
Tribute of 
Love,” will 
be held 
September 
23 at 7:30 
p.m. at the 
Carpenter 

Performing Arts Center in Long Beach, CA. Our featured guests will be 
Main Street, the 2017 BHS Champion Quartet, bringing their world-
class harmony and hilarious antics to the stage. Tickets are on sale at 
www.harborliteschorus.org — come join us!

In another tribute of love, we remember three who are dear to our 
hearts who passed this Spring. Berta Holzinger and Barbara Tinkle were 

members of Harborlites for decades and both were singing 

After nearly a decade as Red RockAppella’s director, Sandy 
Wingate has stepped down from the position and is taking a 
six-month hiatus from the chorus. She has answered the calling 
from a higher voice and will be the Relief Society President for 
her church. Although she will be back to sing in the chorus again 
in January (hooray!), she could not afford the time, energy, and 
effort that it took to continue as director. We are deeply grateful 
to Sandy for the years she served as our most devoted supporter, 
our biggest fan, and our generous and beloved director. She was, 
is, and will always be a dear friend and colleague. Assistant Direc-
tor Jeanie Carroll, an outstanding musician and music teacher in 
her own right, has stepped up as director until a permanent one 
is found. The chorus is in excellent hands as we move forward in 
our new venture.

on the risers earlier this year, shar-
ing their love of music. Harborlites coach, 

mentor, and friend Jeff Baker passed in March. All three 
will live on in our hearts and in our music.
Looking forward, we would like to wish good luck to Las Vegas com-

petitors San Diego Chorus, C’est la vie, and SpinOff. We’d also like 
to congratulate our two 50-year members, Judy Ashmore and Muriel 
Freeman, who will be honored at International. We’d also like to cheer 
on our Stars of the West contestant, The Sweethearts, and our double 
quartet contestants: Corpor8, Porcelain Sound, and Streight Eight 
— enjoy Summer Regional and ring those chords!

–Kathy Wright

last contest and let everything else just 
fall where it may. It sure paid off for us!

Also exciting for us over this last year has been the addi-
tion of several new members, which may finally move us into Division 

AA!  With this change will 
come new challenges and 
we are prepared to step it 
up and give what it takes to 
keep moving forward and 
bettering ourselves.  

Song of the Pines, the 
little chorus with a huge 
heart, is looking forward to 
a bright future! 

Thank you Region 21 for all of your support!
–Lauren Williamson

otic salute to America for a standing-room-only crowd of 800 
in Sun City West.  Joining us in this performance was the 2016 
Senior Men’s Champion Quartet High Priority. In June, we were 
thrilled to have Karen Meade, Wendi Young, and Michele Bald-
win visit, providing support, coaching and leading our rehearsals. 
Thank you, ladies, for your inspirational words. The region has so 
many caring women, eager for us to continue our success. We are 
working with the RMT and publicizing our director search, and 
we had a “Simply A Ca-fabulous” planning session with Adelina 
Dudda in late June. In this, our Silver Anniversary year, we look 
forward to a renewed sense of purpose, developing long- and 
short-term goals for growth, while entertaining in the Valley of 
the Sun for many years to come. Our credo continues to be that 
we come for the music and stay for the friendships.

–Mary Ellen Hood

Simply A Cappella Mesa, 
AZ

The San Diego Chorus is training hard to represent Region 21 at In-
ternational in Las Vegas! Super hero Kathleen Hansen has an arsenal of 
musical wisdom, her tool belt stocked with secret weapons she wields 
with precision. She’s assembled a top-notch coaching and in-house 
support team. The battle is nearing. The fine-tuning has begun. The San 
Diego Chorus is focused and fierce.

It’s not just the super powers Kathleen possesses. It’s how they inspire 
and educate the singers of the San Diego Chorus to sing the character, 
not just the song; to prepare the body to sing with a “pre-flight check-
list”, not just sing on autopilot; to gift an emotional experience, not just 
perform for an audience.

“Now is the time when we dig in. Now is when we make the hard 
choices to be present and prepared. Now is when we get personal and 
nitpick,” Kathleen said. “I know I’m asking a lot, but it’s the sort of thing 
we do!”

Summer Seminar is an exciting opportunity to test these super pow-

ers! The San Diego Chorus is thrilled to host this event and share their 
love and hard work with Region 21. The chorus is also proud to an-
nounce their annual show, “A World of Harmony” on Saturday, October 
7th featuring special guest chorus Stockholm City Voices! This show is 
certain to get you fired up for Las Vegas the following week!

So pack your capes. Grab your secret weapons. Go save the world 
with music!

–Laura A. Koch

Scottsdale Chorus Scottsdale, 
AZ
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Harborlites Chorus Huntington Beach, 
CA

San Diego Chorus San Diego, 
CA

Song of the Pines Prescott, 
AZ
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Following another enjoyable contest experience, we celebrated with a 
webcast party at the end of April; it’s always helpful to be able to see and 
hear our performance! On July 23, we had new officer installation, when 
we recognized the contributions of the outgoing leadership team and wel-
comed our new leaders. You are all so appreciated!

We’re spending the summer learning fun new music in preparation for 
our annual show in November. The name hasn’t been decided, but it’s sure 
to be good – the theme is the “seasons” of life.

Some of our members went to Maryland in early August for the IES “Back 
to the Future” sym-
posium, and oth-
ers are going to 
San Diego at the 
end of August for 
Camp Sea Breeze 
– two fantastic 
opportunities to 
hone our craft.

On September 
16, TDH will help 

out with the Young Women in Harmony high school event in Tucson and af-
terwards we have a date to sing at the Elks Club in Tucson. And we’re happy 
for every Tuesday night when we can share the joy of singing in harmony.

–Kathy Mattox

Tucson Desert Harmony Chorus Tucson, 
AZ
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Red RockAppella Sedona, 
AZ

In early July, Region 21 Membership 
Coordinator Adelina Dudda conducted a 
day-long seminar designed to bring a clear 
focus to the chorus and to keep us enthu-
siastic and on track. This goal-setting ses-
sion was an eye-opener for many of us as 
Adelina elicited our aspirations and priorities for the chorus. We 
thank her and Region 21 for providing this specialized workshop 
for us.

Red RockAppella is keeping busy reviewing vocal skills this 
summer and looks forward to a full fall schedule of community 
singouts with our returning “snowbirds.”

–Sue Williams



Viva 21! The historic Orpheum theater in downtown Phoenix hosted the annual convention 
and competition last April. Scottsdale became the 2017 chorus champions scoring 744 
points – the highest score in the 2017 regional season. They will be traveling to St. Louis, 

Missouri in October 2018. Singing just before intermission, Harborlites earned second place medals 
with a score of 731 – the second highest score in the 2017 regional season – which earned them a 
Wild Card to join Scottsdale at International Competition.

Competing last, Tucson Desert Harmony earned third place medals with a score of 564, which 
also earned them first place Division AA (mid-size) chorus honors. Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus 
earned fourth place overall and second place Division AA with a score of 539. With 27 singing mem-
bers on stage, Song of the Pines Chorus came in fifth overall and won the Division A contest with a 
score of 537 (an increase of 32 points from 2016).

The Most Improved Chorus honors went to OC Sound Chorus (33 singers on stage) with an 
improvement of 34 points from 2016, earning them third place Division AA medals. Second and 
third place small chorus (Division A) medals went to Honolulu Blend Show Chorus and Route 66 
Sound Chorus, which scored 526 and 497 points respectively. Westwind Harmony Chorus chose 
to compete in the Open Division this year, so they were awarded the Bravo Award (a new award this 
year for Open Division contestants when no other competitor competes in the division).

Not quite “a thousand pretty women...livin’ devil-may-care” traveled to Phoenix, Arizona 
for “Viva 21!” Spring Convention and Competition. There aren’t “more than twenty-four 
hours in the day”...and there aren’t more than a few short paragraphs to cover what hap-

pened that weekend — so here are some highlights:
San Diego served as hostess chapter, working hard behind-

the-scenes at the Renaissance Hotel and the Orpheum Theater. 
They hosted a fun boutique to raise additional funds for their 
trip to Vegas III. On Thursday, Club 21 held a meeting and re-
hearsal in preparation for the weekend’s kick-off event: the Club 
21 Show and Quartet Jamboree. Club 21 opened the show, followed by 2016 champions C’est la vie. 
Then, after some audience-participation dancing, the “parade” of quartet performances began, show-
casing our competitors singing one non-contest song each.

On Friday, the historic Orpheum theater was put through its paces in the auditorium inspec-
tion and quartet walk-through. Building on last year’s Friday education class “Using Tags as Tools,” 

Master Director Kathleen Hansen 
taught “Tagging with Finesse – Us-
ing Tag Singing to 
Explore the Judg-
ing Categories.” 
Immediately pre-
ceding the quartet 

contest, the Orpheum outside patio played host to the Mass Sing. Singers from throughout the 
region came together to sing selections from 
the Mass Sing Songbook under the direction of 
DayleAnn Cook Kerrigan, Karen Meade, and Tracy 

Southerland.
Both contest sessions 

were shared with the en-
tire world through the Region 21 webcast. Friday’s quartet contest 
was hosted by Janice Blake and Debbie Shipman. On Saturday, the 

hostess duties fell to Kathy Barnett and DayleAnn 
Cook Kerrigan. An archived version of the web-

cast was available to subscribers for a few weeks after the contest. 
After dinner on Saturday night, the fun moved to the Renaissance Hotel for the 

Harmony Showcase. RMT Team Coordinator Tracey Sand-
berg presented the 2017-2018 Regional Management Team 
and thanked outgoing team member Della Davis for her 
service. Chair of the Regional Convention (CRC) Denise 
Brinkerhoff thanked the RCSC for their service and made a special presentation to Judy 
Huffman for her years of service as Competition Coordi-
nator. Region 21 enjoyed special encore performances by 

the top choruses and quartets. The Most Improved Quartet Award Star Achieve-
ment trophy was presented to U. Q.. After champion Scottsdale closed the show, 
the fun moved downstairs to the meeting level to the Casino Night and Quartet 

Lounge. Those who gambled 
to get in the mood for Vegas 
III were supporting the Re-
gion 21 YWIH fund.

To close the weekend on 
Sunday morning, the region 
offered a final education op-

portunity: “Judges Café: Coffee and Scoresheets.” Three of the four judges (Corinna Garriock-Music, Bobbette Gantz-
Sound, Dale Syverson-Expression) were able to remain to discuss the weekend’s competition and to answer ques-

tions (Education Coordinator and Showmanship Judge Bonnie 
McKibben stood in for Diane Porsch who had to catch an early 
flight back to New 
York). The judges 
were candid and 
attendees received 
immediate feed-
back, with some participants saying it was the best education 
class they had ever attended.

Candid photography by Karen Laderman Official regional contest photography by E.R. Lilley Photography ©2017

Director: Bill Shaw, 28 on Stage, OPEN DIVISION
Package: Telephone Operator Reunion

5th Place/1st Place Division A: Song of the Pines

Director: Suzy Lobaugh, 27 on Stage, Score: 537 points
Songs: Runnin’ Wild, For Once In My Life

4th Place/2nd Place Division AA: Enchanted Mesa Show

Director: Denise King, 33 on Stage, Score: 539 points
Songs: You Don’t Know Me, Strike Up the Band

3rd Place/1st Place Division AA: Tucson Desert Harmony

Director: Karen Meade, 52 on Stage, Score: 564 points
Songs: I Never Meant to Fall in Love, Deed I Do Medley

Director: Lori Lyford
109 on stage

Score: 744 points
Songs: He Was There (at the 

Mardi Gras); The Mardi 
Gras March

2017 CHAMPION SCOTTSDALE TO HEAD TO ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI IN 2018

Bravo Award: Westwind Harmony

Director: Pam Pieson
82 on stage

Score: 731 points
Songs: Young and 

Foolish, The Trolley 
Song

2nd Place: Harborlites



Sounds of Harmony Chorus had a fun start to our July 4th 
celebration when we sang a few songs to begin the La Verne, 
CA parade ceremony in front of the high school. We also had 

a big audience of 
motorcylists who 
were the first ones 
in the parade line 
up. We got a great 
welcome from 
them! 

Several of our 
chorus members 

are attending Summer Regional, Camp Sea Breeze in San Di-
ego. I’m sure they’ll come back with lots of good ideas!

We’re happy to have had four of our members attend the 
International Education Symposium (IES) in College Park, 
MD in August: our President Cyndy Leavitt, Vice President 
Malinda Brasch, Membership and Costume Chair Lise Flem-
ing, and Board Member Jeri Neal. This was their first interna-
tional event!

We are looking forward to having a program/ice cream so-
cial on Saturday, September 23rd in San Dimas, CA. It will be 
a great way to end our summer events!

–Char Nelson

First, we want to congratulate Scottsdale and Har-
borlites, C’est la vie, and SpinOff! Total awesomeness!

Since regional competition, we’ve reviewed score 
sheets and contest video, celebrated our successes for 
the year, installed a Board of Directors and are back 
to business!

In June we participated in the annual Women’s Bar-
bershop Workshop at the Albuquerque Folk Festival 
with many guests singing tags and expressing interest 
in visiting a rehearsal. Sue Bowdoin’s granddaughter at-

tended the 17th annual New Mexico Youth Harmony 
Camp with 50 other young people. She loved it and is 

ment. We are beefing up 
our repertoire in preparation for 

our Nov 4th show, “On The Air”.  
This year, we’ve enthusiastically welcomed many new 

and returning members while tearfully waving goodbye 
to a few. (Best of life in Switzerland, Rachel Stratton.) 

Our Ways and Means committee has been on 
fire! We’ve held several successful fund raising events – 
the most exciting of which was a Wine Tasting Evening 
held on August 6.

This summer brought new and exciting opportuni-
ties to sing.  We 
were invited to 
sing “The Star 
Spangled Ban-
ner” at the Or-
ange County 
Fair on July 
26. We also gave 
an hour per-
formance at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda for their 
summer family concert series on July 23.  

As always, we are excited to see you and the incredi-
ble Mo Field and staff at Camp Sea Breeze. We can’t wait 
to see what the double quartets have cooked up as they 
compete for the Golden Banana Award. We’re looking 
forward to sharing laughter and song with our Re-
gion 21 sisters while we (hopefully) enjoy some cool 
ocean breezes!

OC Sound Chorus sends our very best to San Diego 
Chorus, C’est la vie, and SpinOff as they take the Inter-
national Contest Stage in Las Vegas.

We invite you to check out our Facebook page, follow 
us on Instagram, or go to our website at ocsound.org.

–Denise Clifford

Sounds of Harmony La Verne, 
CA
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Is it Tuesday yet?  Following our competition in Phoenix, OC Sound hit the ground 
running. Excited after our “Most Improved” award and our Third Place 
Mid-Sized Chorus medals, our energy is focused on continued advance-
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Hello Region 21! The Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus has been busy these last several 
months. We’ve filled it with so many wonderful things, starting with learning new mu-
sic for our Big Band Era-themed annual show to be held September 9. It promises to 
be a fun show with a local band called the Duke City Jazz Band! Love those 40’s tunes. 

Emeritus members enjoyed a special luncheon with the chorus; a delightful day 
to see and catch up with old 
friends and share the harmony 
we all love. We sang the Na-
tional Anthem at an Isotopes 
game and stayed for socializing 
and  shenanigans and a group 
photo with Orbit, the mascot.

A very successful 17th New 
Mexico Youth Harmony Camp 
was held in Socorro, New Mex-
ico in June, engaging young 

people from around the state in barbershop singing, and Enchanted Mesa was right in 
the thick of those youthful, ringing chords.  (Watch for Effervescence, a YWIH quar-
tet that plans to compete at the Stars of the West!  We’re so proud to have sponsored 
one of their members at Harmony Camp!) 

Whew! We’ve done a lot of stuff! Can’t wait to see you, our friends, at Summer Semi-
nar this year and see what you’ve been up to as well.

–Dianne Goldrick

IEC is going through a search for a new director. Tomi McEvoy has been our director 
for the past 5 years. She and her husband are planning to move out of California. We 
will miss her and wish her well in the next chapter of her life.

We added four new members who competed for 
the first time this spring with us: Suzie Rogers, Glo-
ria Lo, Shaina Greensweight, and Autumn Dawson. 
Autumn was 10 years old at contest, the youngest 
member IEC has ever had. Her dad, Cole Dawson, 
sings with the Masters of Harmony (BHS) and her 
great-aunt is Queen Kim Vaughn. We welcome all 
our new Sweet Adelines!

We will host our 10th  Annual  “Harmony Stars” 
YWIH Festival for high school girls this year at 
Sultana High School in Hesperia, on October 28. 
We love working with the girls to teach them how 
to sing in the barbershop style. We will have C’est 
la vie as our teaching quartet again. There will be 
a performance in the evening showcasing the girls 

and what they’ve learned. The day will conclude with a performance with the girls, 
C’est la vie and IEC.

IEC will once again be working in the Queen’s Court at International in Las Vegas. 
Be sure to stop by, buy Queen quartet CDs, and say “Hi.” We will be rooting for our 
Region 21 competitors, the San Diego Chorus, and quartets C’est la vie and SpinOff.

Hope to see you all in August at Camp Sea Breeze in San Diego.
–Kathy Swenson
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After a thrilling competitive year – kudos to all of the competing quartets and 
choruses – the Vista Hills Chorus has embarked upon a new journey.  

But first!   We would 
like to thank Sharon 
Orsi for her work over 
the past several years; 
she has been a great 
educator for us and 
we are grateful for the 
time we had with her. 
She has chosen to step 
down from the direc-
torship. In light of this, 
Jennifer Kershman has very Jenn-erously agreed to step up as interim director (with 
a little help from yours truly) and brings with her a love of barbershop and learning 
that inspires all of us to new heights.  

“But what about that new journey?” We, the gregarious and ever-friendly VHC, 
are on the hunt for a new director!  If you’re interested in working with a loving, 
eager-to-learn (and grow!) chorus, drop an email by vistahillschorus@gmail.com; 
we’d love to hear from you.  As always, love and harmony to all of our sisters! 

–Kaidee Metcalfe 

OC Sound Laguna Niguel, 
CA

going back next year!  
 A long time Albuquerque chorus mem-

ber Pam Leibow, now living in Connecticut, visited 
in June. A reunion with her former quartet: To Die Four 
including our own Diane Taggart. We hear they sang but 
agreed with Pam, they needed a little practice.  Those who 
know her, understand what fun it was to have her here!

Our November 11th annual show is themed “If They 
Could See Me Now.” We’re featuring music made popu-
lar by women who’ve made a difference in the American 
music scene. Plus, our guest performers are New Mexico’s 
most award winning high school jazz band, The Screamin’ 
Eagles.   

This summer our members have been traveling the 
country, cruising the Mediterranean, celebrating 50th an-
niversaries and enjoying new homes. In August, we have 
members registered for both IES in Maryland and Sum-
mer Seminar in San Diego. We know they’ll bring back a 
ton of information! We hope you continue to enjoy your 
summer...stay cool!

–Sue Bowdoin

Vista Hills Chorus Vista, 
CA

Inland Empire Chorus Riverside, 
CA

The summer is upon us with a vengeance – 118 degrees 
this past week in Phoenix. Thank goodness it is a “dry 
heat.” Looking back over the last six months as we were 
getting ready for 2017 Region 21competition, we stepped 
out of our comfort zone. This year we were in the Open 
Division. We had a lot of fun learning our music, prepar-
ing the package, and preparing our costumes.  Our theme 
was a Telephone Operator Reunion set in 1977. For most 
of us, we had lived through the ‘70s and it was interesting 
to pull out old photos and explore our closets.

Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus Albuquerque, 
NM

Route 66 Sound Albuquerque, 
NM

Westwind Harmony Surprise, 
AZ

Carol Hokaj and Cathy Mannino did a wonderful job as our emcees. Natural-
ly, we had to have our own “Ernestine” pay us a visit. She was portrayed by Carol 
Dwarshuis and 
she was a perfect 
fit for this role. 
“One Ringy-Din-
gy...” Our pack-
age was very well 
received by the 
audience and 
the judges. We 
were pleased to 
receive the Bravo 
Award and perform in the Show of Champions! 

Now we are busy brushing up on our repertoire songs, possibly expanding our 
operator theme to a full show as well as learning new music and trying to keep cool!

–Lena Godebu
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REGION21.ORG
Need information about an event?

Need to contact a member of the RMT?
Need to check the regional calendar?

Go to the regional website!

We’re working hard to centralize all information you need in one 
place (though it is always a work-in-progress as things are always 
changing in Region 21). Are you in a chorus or quartet that didn’t 
compete in the Spring contest? Send a high-resolution picture for the 
regional website to rmt_communications@region21.org.



Judy Huffman
Thanks for being my friend and my mentor!
AND the best Competition Coordinator ANY 

region could ask for!!
–Lou Gordon

Congratulations Treblemakers, under the direction 
of student Asmaa Eldirais, and Lori Lyford, for 

taking First place (again) in the
2017 International YWIH

Video Chorus Contest!
Region 21 is so
proud of you!

A big thank you to Adelina Dudda , Region 21 

and SAI for your love and support.

 Our future is bright and our

prospects endless!

Simply A Cappella

To our Lady, Judge Judy of Ashmore, 

congratulations on 50 fabulous years 

in Sweet Adelines! We are so blessed 

to have you on our team. Love, 

Harborlites

Wishing San Diego chorus a stellar 

performance on the contest stage in 
Vegas. We’ll be watching and

whooping it up!!! Love
OC Sound Chorus

Harborlites – Let’s be Region 
21-derful and have a

joyful Vegas performance!
xxoo Cheaper Than Therapy QT

DayleAnn, I am so glad that you are 

with us. You are a tremendous

help to all of us!!
Thank you!!! 

xoxo Annie

Many thanks to all the members 

of Simply A Cappella, the biggest 

small chorus in the west, for your 

love and support!
Pat Bowen

To our Region 21-derful 2016 

Champion San Diego Chorus...

Best of luck in Vegas!...from the 

Scottsdale Chorus

This ragtag bunch of 

singers knows what 

a special director we 

have in Pam! Love, 

Harborlites

To Marlyn Hutton (Musical Director) 

and Julianne Hiu (Assista
nt Director). 

You raise us up and fill us with

musical joy! Love, 

Honolulu Blend Show Chorus

Wishing San Diego Chorus the

best of luck in Las Vegas!

Love, Parfait

Huge THANK YOU to our AWESOME 

Music Leaders, Karen Meade, 

Margaret Rochon, for all you do 

helping us continuously to 

grow. Love you!!!
Annie

Hugs and kisses to our dear Muriel 

Freeman for 50 wonderful years 

in Sweet Adelines! So much love, 

Harborlites

Hey! C’est la vie and SpinOff! 

Wishing that all your Dreams 

Come True! Break lotsa lips!

     ♥ SoloVoce Quartet

Thank you to the OC 
Sound costume committee 
for our super-cool tuxedos 

for contest!! Love
 –Denise

Boots Cushing, TDH Team Leader! 

I really love your online

weekly “Epistle.”

Thank You!!
Love ya.
–Annie

Scottsdale Chorus – looking

forward to major goosebumping 

with your swan song!

Love, Cachet

Ms. Cellaneous wishes Scottsdale
an A+ performance on stage.

Remind us once again
why you won last year!

Lots of love to my quartetlettes,

Carol Ingram, Linda Donohoe,

and Jennifer Ierymenko

 - Amy

May the wheel of fortune land on 

the right numbers for SpinOff!  

Everything is coming up 21!  

Love, Harborlites

Sending our best to C’est la vie

at SAI competition in Vegas.
Go girls!!!!

OC Sound Chorus

C’est la vie! We’re so proud of you! 

We know you’ll “Go the Distance!” 

–with love from the

Scottsdale Chorus

SpinOff! You inspire us!

You’ll be a Sing-sation in Vegas! 

–with love from the
Scottsdale Chorus.

Wishing SpinOff a superb performance in Las Vegas!Love, Parfait

San Diego Chorus has the hot 

hand in this contest! You’re 

all aces in our book! Love, 

Harborlites

Simply A Cappella loves our

Guest Directors Michelle,

Karen,and Wendi

Song of the Pines, Harborlites can’t 

wait for you to fill the MGM arena 

with your sound. We know you’ll 

make Region 21 proud!

TDH’s terrific costume person, 

Teresa Mancha! Thank you so

much for tirelessly taking care

of us so patiently!!

Love you! Annie

To Bonnie - 

We LOVE our bass director!

Thanks for being our inspiration

OC Sound Basses

Sending Harborlites love to our very 
own Stars of the West: The Sweethearts 

Quartet. Wishing you a spectacular 
experience on stage!

Live it up, C’est la
 vie, your sta

r continues 

to rise
!  We can’t wait to watch you shine 

in Vegas!  L
ove, Harborlites

Love to my beautiful OC Sound 
Chorus besties - Amy

With Cachet representing Regions 11 and 21, 

we suggest that everyone “double down”

on Cachet! We know you’ll be

marvelous on stage.

Love, Harborlites

C’est la vie quartet! Good Luck in 

Vegas!! I know you will be GREAT!!!

I will be cheering for you!!

xoxoxo Annie. SpinOff! W
e love the way you share

your joy in singing. Best of luck!

With love from the

Scottsdale Chorus.

Wishing bon chance to the 

fabulous C’est la vie

in Las Vegas!

Love, Parfait

PROUD
 to be OC Sound!!!

OC Sound Chorus sends our love and 
gratitude to our nonpareil director, 

the fabulous Bonnie McKibben.
What a ride this

has been!!!

We’ll be cheering for SpinOff as you 

take the competition stage
in Las Vegas!! Love 

–OC Sound

Parfait quartet had an amazing time at Re-
gional Contest. We were so pleased to earn 

SoloVoce Quartet was thrilled to compete 
at Regional contest! We were excited to place 
8th and achieve a 46 point improvement in 
our score from last year! Such a fun and dy-
namic change with Tracey as our new Lead!

Now we’ve settled in and we’re enjoying 
a summer of rehearsals and performances.
We’ve had the opportunity to sing a romantic 
love song for one of our singing sisters and her 
sweetie, we sang with the San Diego Chorus 
on a couple of shows and gigs, we were the 
featured quartet for the Pacific Belles show 
on July 15 and we sang at our tenor Rebecca’s 
wedding in early August!

Lots of changes have been happening with-
in our little Q – but that’s okay – we’re working 
hard on new music and of course focusing on 
Regional contest in 2018! After her wedding, 
Rebecca will be moving to Santa Clarita with 
her hubby. We’ll miss our weekly rehearsals, 
but will have long weekend rehearsals with 
her. We’re in this for the long haul and love 
ringing chords with each other!  Looking for-
ward to Las Vegas with our chorus and singing 
on the MGM stage again with them! 

–Rebecca, Tracey, Jennifer, and Marina

SoloVoce Harborlites, San Diego

Tracey Sandberg, Marina Hayden, Rebecca Land, Jennifer French 

another medal, 5th place this year. It is such 
an honor to compete alongside such great 
quartets in Region 21. Our summer has been 
filled with individual travel and fun times with 
friends. We have had several performances 
around Southern California. One of our favor-
ite places to perform is the Sun City Library 
in Menifee, CA. We have become a staple in 
their ARTS Events line-up. A barbershopper’s 
favorite question is, “Just how many people are 
in your quartet?” For Parfait, our answer is...5! 
We have unofficially added Jane Jacobs (In-
land Empire/Harborlites) as a bass double 
for Tomi. Rumors have it that Tomi has re-
signed from directing Inland Empire Cho-
rus in order to travel more. Having Jane join 
us allows us to keep performing while Tomi is 
away on her adventures. Look for us at Camp 
Sea Breeze in August! In harmony,

–Elaine, Karen, Sherri, Tomi, AND Jane
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Hello from the Ms. Cellaneous Sistahs! We 
want to send a big Cellaneous hug to our Ve-
gas 3 competitors! Can’t wait to see C’est la vie 
and SpinOff take the stage in true Region 21 
style alongside of the San Diego Chorus un-
der the direction of Kathleen Hansen. We are 
just “damn” lucky to be a part of such a talented 
region. And don’t forget the line-up in St. Louis 
where we will once again have a Region 21 
barn burner between Scottsdale and Harbor-
lites! YeeHaw!

This year after contest, the Sistahs gave a 
“ribbiting” performance with the Velvet Frogs 
on L.A. South Towns’ (Region 11) Show on 
May 6th. A girl has to kiss a few toads in her 
lifetime, and how can you not love the FROGS! 
Our next official performance will be Septem-
ber 24th, in Vegas, on the Lady Luck Show 
Chorus’ show. We will also be coaching them 
early in 2018. Such a great chorus to “play with” 
and of course they are the home of Ringin’ 
Again (Region 11’s current quartet champi-
ons.) Good luck in Vegas 3, Ringin’ Again! We 
think your overtones ROCK!

And now for a Ms. Cellaneous reflection on 
life...on a daily basis, remind yourself of THREE 
things you are grateful for and why. Today, I 
(Chris Cellaneous) am grateful for: SUSAN, 
SARAH, and MARY. Why? Why not! Have 
a great time at Summer Camp and don’t be 
afraid to tell someone you love ’em!

–Mary, Chris, Susan, and Sarah Cellaneous

Ms. Cellaneous  Harborlites, Scottsdale

Susan Phinney, Sarah Slade-Branham, Chris Robertson, Mary Slade-Branham

Parfait Harborlites, Inland Empire

Elaine Braack, Karen Kuisel, Tomi McEvoy, Sherri Grambergs
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Hey! These are fun! How do I send a Love Note?

Just imagine how happy your recipients will be when they 
open up the magazine and see a special message just for 
them! And the best part: they’re only $5 for 25 words or 
less! To send a Love Note (or two or three or seventeen) 
takes two simple steps. First, fill out the Love Note form 
on region21.org/gwm and click the Submit button to send 
your text to the editor. The form will even count your words 
for you! Or you can email your Love Notes to the editor 
at gwm@region21.org. Second, pay for your Love Notes, 
either through PayPal (just click the Add to Cart button on 
the website) or send a check (mailing address is on the 
website).

The Materials Deadline for the Fall issue is October 17, 
2017, so mark your calendar now!

Stay Connected All Year Round

Subscribe to the Region 21 Yahoo 
Group: RING_21

Send and email to:
RING_21-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Join the Region 21 Facebook Public 
Group

Request membership at “Golden 
West Region 21 – Sweet Adelines”

Subscribe to “The Gold Standard” 
eNewsletter

Send an email to:
rmt_marketing@region21.org

Follow us on Twitter
@SARegion21

Connect with us on LinkedIn
Request connection with “Golden 
West Region 21 – Sweet Ade-
lines”

Follow us on Instagram
sairegion21

Look at photos on the Region 21 Flickr
region21

Want to help with any or all of these social 
media? Contact Kat Shaver, RMT Market-
ing Coordinator and volunteer to be a 
“Marketeer.” We would love to have your 
help in spreading the word about Region 21 
activities.



**New Listings/Changes in Red

Chapter and YWIH 
Shows 2017-18

2
0
1
7

August 25-27 Camp Sea Breeze (featuring Mo Field) – San Diego, CA
August 26 Stars of the West YWIH Quartet Contest – San Diego, CA

October 9 Regional Leader Training at Vegas III – Las Vegas, NV
October 9-14 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV
November 18 MusicFest (w/ Paula Davis) – Albuquerque, NM

2
0

1
8

January 19-21 Quartet Workshop (featuring LoveNotes) – Ontario, CA
April 19-22 Regional Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ

July 26-29 Camp Sea Breeze (w/ Dale Syverson & Peggy Gram) – San Diego, CA
July 28 Stars of the West YWIH Quartet Contest – San Diego, CA

August 3-5 Queen’s College – Chicago, IL
August 9-12 Judge Training – Tulsa, OK
October 15 Regional Leader Forum/Directors’ Forum – St. Louis, MO

October 15-20 International Convention & Competition – St. Louis, MO
November 2-4 MusicFest

2
0

1
9 April 4-7 Regional Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ

August 8-10 SAI Directors’ Seminar – San Antonio, TX
September 16 Regional Leader Forum – New Orleans, LA

September 16-21 International Convention & Competition – New Orleans, LA

2
0

2
0 April 2-5 Regional Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ

October 12-17 75th International Convention & Competition – Louisville, KY

2
0

2
1 April 15-18 Regional Convention & Competition – TBD

October 11-16 International Convention & Competition – St. Louis, MO

Regional and
International Events

**Sept. 9 Enchanted Mesa 
Show Chorus – 
Annual Show

Sept. 23 Harborlites – 
 Annual Show
Sept. 30 Inland Empire – 

Annual Show
Oct. 7 San Diego – 
 Annual Show
**Oct. 28 Inland Empire 

Harmony Stars 
YWIH Festival

**Nov. 4 OC Sound – 
 Annual Show
**Nov. 11 Route 66 Sound – 

Annual Show
**Feb. 3 Harborlites – 

Diva Day YWIH 
Festival

Southwest Arranger Development Program (ADP) (Regions 21 & 11)

The 2017 New Mexico Youth Harmony Camp was held June 14-17 on the 
campus of New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology in Socorro, NM. The 
three-day camp was organized by the Albuquerque Barbershop Community Col-
laborative, with Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus and Route 66 Sound Chorus 
representing Sweet Adelines. Fifty high school students shared their love of mu-

sic including 
lots of en-
thusiastic tag 
singing. Low 
Key quartet, 
Harmony In-
c o r p o r a t e d 
2016 Quartet 
Silver Medal-
ists, served 
as clinicians. 
On Saturday 
a f t e r n o o n , 

the campers took to the stage in Albuquerque at the University of New Mex-
ico Campus and wowed the audience with their accomplishments.  The show 

also featured the sponsoring women’s and men’s choruses from the 

Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)
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The Southwest Arranger Development Program was born this year celebrat-
ing in a big way! At the end of the 2016 retreat in Region 21, we joined forces with 
our sister Region 11 and named the dual retreat while identifying the location 
in Ventura County. 
Our Region 11 
staff members, 
Joan D’Agostino and 
Joanie Adler, volun-
teered to host the 
retreat. Little did 
we know that our usual 15-20 participants 
would grow to be 44 this year!

Both regions were well-represented and 
we hosted participants from Alaska, Japan, 
and Virginia! We were also delighted to 
have two of Region 11’s male directors in 
attendance! 

The room was thick with energy during 
the classes planned by our prestigious staff 
members: Master Arranger Nancy Bergman and Certified Arrangers Joanie 
Adler, Anita Barzilla, Joan D’Agostino, and Suzy Lobaugh. Our hosts, Joan and 
Joanie, are to be commended for an incredible facility and the amenities pro-
vided for this event! 

Many of the classes included interactive activities along with arranger train-
ing. One of the highlights was a class taught by Nancy Bergman using a Judy 
Garland song. Nancy requested a volunteer sight-singer during the class. Region 
11’s Timari Thorstenson answered the call and did a remarkable job which made 
Nancy’s point quite nicely. Thank you to Timari! It is always so helpful in arranger 
training when the classes are interactive! All of the classes presented this year 
were very engaging and set the stage for next year’s retreat in Region 21. Stay 
tuned for dates and location!

–Anita Barzilla, Interim Coordinator, Arranger Development Program (ADP)

For the most up-to-date calendar listings, check the Region 21 website (www.region21.org). To have your event or chapter show listed in the Region 
21 calendar, fill out the online Chapter Date Submission and Clearance Form at the bottom of the website Calendar page. You will receive confirma-
tion of your date from Team Coordinator Tracey Sandberg.

P
h

o
to

s
 b

y
 D

e
b

b
ie

 C
u

r
tis

Club 21’s annual Quartet Jamboree “kicked off” 
the Spring Convention and Competition weekend 
on Thursday. Proceeds from the Club 21 Jamboree 
benefit quartets competing at the International 
Competition in Las Vegas III.

consortium, Low Key, and East Mountain 
A Cappella, a group formed by some of the campers 

from the 2016 camp.
The Austin Girls’ Choir toured New Mexico in June and 

once again included Albuquerque as one of their perfor-
mance stops. Members of Enchanted Mesa housed and fed 
the girls before and after their concert on June 22, for which 
they were very appreciative, according to Bev Berardinelli, 
Enchanted Mesa Young Women in Harmony Coordinator.

Two choruses from Chandler High School (The Treble-
makers and the Chandler High School Advanced Women’s 
Choir) directed by Lori Lyford participated in the 2017 Sweet 
Adelines International YWIH Video Contest. The Treble-
makers submitted their performance from the Barbershop 
Harmony Society Midwinter Convention Youth Harmony 
Festival, where they earned a “Superior” rating. Treblemak-
ers won the contest once again, earning their school the 
$1000 prize awarded by the Young Singers Foundation. The 
top three choruses in the contest also received the Young 
Women in Harmony Competition Music Folio.

Camp Sea Breeze in San Diego, CA will play host to the 2nd 
Annual “Stars of the West” contest on Saturday evening. The 
winning quartet will be invited to Spring Convention to sit in 
the VIP section and to perform on the Show of Champions. 
Good luck to all the contestants!

Upcoming Young Women in Harmony events include the 
12th Annual So AZ YIH Festival in Tucson on September 16, 
2017 co-sponsored by Tucson Desert Harmony and Inland 
Empire’s 10th Annual “Harmony Stars” YWIH Festival on 
October 28, 2017.

–Annie Hayes, Young Women in Harmony Program Coordinator
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Thinking about being a director?
Are you an assistant director or section leader?

Would you like to expand your knowledge
of the barbershop craft?

Join the Director Certification Program (DCP)!
For information, go to the SAI website and

look under “Education” or 
email rmt_directorscoordinator@region21.org.

Club 21

Director Certification Program (DCP)
January 19-21, 2018

Ontario, CA

Quartet 
Workshop 

SAVE THE DATE with Love Notes

Visit www.region21.org for more information
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SPECIAL GUESTS:

2017 International 
Barbershop Harmony 
Society Champion Quartet

Main Street

Two-Time International Champion Chorus
Sweet Adelines International

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 23, 2017

Curtain time 7:30 p.m.
Carpenter Performing

Arts Center
Long Beach, CA

www.harborliteschorus.org

a tribute of

JOIN US FOR OUR 56TH ANNUAL SHOW!

Tickets now on sale.
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