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Our 2013 International Quartet Champions: Touché

Jan Anton, Gina Baker, Kim McCormic, Patty Cobb Baker

Dolce: 15th Place Quartet Semifinals Contestant #14
Songs: Don’t Break the Heart That Loves You, 

If Ever I Would Leave You
Score:  1207 points

Swan Package

ConTempo: 16th Place Quartet
Semifinals Contestant #22

Songs: Angry/Bill Bailey Medley
Crying Myself to Sleep
Score:  1191 points



Region 21 had a lot of members competing at the International Convention, but 
some were spotted in unlikely places. A few Region 21 dual members competed in 
Honolulu with choruses from other regions.  Debbie Curtis (Harborlites) earned 
a fourth place medal with ChannelAire Chorus in the Harmony Classic on Tues-

day evening. Sheila Martinez (Harborlites) 
c o m p e t e d 
with Kan-
sas City 
Chorus and 
Emily “Emo” 
O ’ B r i e n 
( H a r b o r -
lites) earned 
a new third 
place chorus medal with Toast of 
Tampa Show Chorus.
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San Diego offered snacks and 
other goodies at their booth in the 
Harmony Bazaar.

Beyond the Golden West...
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COVER STORY:
2013 International Quartets

Region 21 quartets impress in Honolulu.
Touché finishes their championship 
year.
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What an exciting week in Honolulu, Hawaii as Region 21 choruses and quartets once again did us very proud! Congratulations to ConTempo, 
placing 16th, and to Dolce, placing 15th, in the Quartet Competition. What wonderful performances from both! In a very exciting Chorus Com-
petition, San Diego was awesome as the International 10th 
place medalists! Scottsdale was exceptional and brought 
home 2nd place International medals. We are so very proud 
of every member of Region 21 who graced the international 
stage. In addition to our competitors, we should recognize 
Director Bonnie McKibben and Honolulu Blend Show 
Chorus as they represented us in the Harmony Classic as 
mic testers and in the World Harmony Chorus as they sang 
and performed the hula so beautifully. We hope you felt all 
the love and support both from the audience and across the 
ocean as we all watched the webcast.  Region 21 extends 
congratulations to all competitors, medalists, and champi-
ons in this year’s competition! 

As we write this, MusicFest is days away in Albuquerque, NM.  [Editor’s Note:  MusicFest was cancelled due to weather]. You don’t want to 
miss any of Region 21’s educational events; make sure to put the 2014 events on your calendars, beginning with the AZ/CA Club 21 Stage Days 
in January.

With the holiday season approaching, the RMT would like to wish each of you a safe and happy holiday, full of harmony! 

 Team Coordinator, Sue Bowdoin
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 Membership Coordinator, Chris Robertson
If you look to the right, you will see an advertise-

ment for a “Harmony Festival” in the Coachella Val-
ley.  The RMT is trying to save the Desert Cities 
Chorus with a modified “Cold Start.” Cold Starts 
are designed to draw in potential members by in-
troducing them to the “barbershop” genre and then 
helping those interested form a chorus.

The “Harmony Festival” will be a one-day event 
in the Coachella Valley. A facility has been secured 
and advertising has begun in hopes of attracting 
potential members. During the day, festival attend-
ees will be introduced to a cappella singing.  They 
will be given some excellent tips for proper vocal 
production followed by a quick voice check where 
they will be placed in a specific part. They will hear, 
see, and experience this hobby in a fun-filled 4-hour 
session. Then, interested parties will be invited back 
to a regular rehearsal on Tuesday evening that same 
week. If there are enough interested parties, the 
Desert Cities Chorus will be reborn under a new 
name, possibly the Coachella Valley Chorus. The 
faculty will be Ms. Cellaneous and a brand new 
quartet from the Harborlites Chorus. (So new that 
they don’t have a name!)

If you are looking for something to do January 
18th, come to the desert. We welcome experienced 
Sweet Adelines to add their expertise and voices. 
Never hurts to have a few ringers hidden in our 
midst. We  also welcome anyone who is willing to 
volunteer her time to help make this event suc-
cessful. Together we need to get creative and find 
new ways to attract members to keep this awesome 
hobby alive.

For more information contact Chris Robertson at 
cbrobertson@roadrunner.com.

2013-2014 Regional Management Team: (l to r): Chris Robertson, Sue Bowdoin, Kat 
Shaver, Darla Jackson, Judy Huffman, Jana Gutenson, Pat Hickey, and Mary Branham.



Scottsdale Chorus Scottsdale, 
AZ

SCOTTSDALE CHORUS TAKES THE SILVER!
We heard that it was a “long, hot summer” in Scottsdale, Arizona, but we were actually too busy to notice! In addition to our regular Tuesday night 

rehearsals with our incredible director, Lori Lyford, our amazing “coach/judge-in-the-house,” Jana Gutenson, 
and our very own choreographer, Rebekah Poston, we were blessed to have some amazing coaching sessions 
with the barbershop greats Dale Syverson, Betty Clipman, Tony DeRosa, and Cindy Hansen.  

We are happy to report that all of our hard work paid off! We are very proud and honored to have placed 
second at the 2013 International Competition that took place in Honolulu, Hawaii! We had 125 singers on 
stage, with 24 “newbies” and 18 girls under the age of 25.  The winners, Rönninge Show Chorus, definitely 
put on an unforgettable and thrilling performance!

We are also proud and happy for our “sister” chorus from San Diego (who placed in the top 10), as well 
as our Region 21 quartets, Dolce, ConTempo and Touché. You’ve definitely “done us proud!” We want to 
thank all of our friends in Region 21 for the monetary Love gifts, the Love cards, the hugs, and the wonderful 
“Rah-Rah” session in Hawaii. 

Now that International is behind us, Scottsdale Chorus is gearing up for our next adventure. Our 3rd An-
nual Scottsdale Harmony Golf Classic is coming up on February 17, 2014.  It’s going to be a lot of fun and we would love for you to join us.  

–Marsha Ross

Harborlites Chorus Huntington Beach, 
CA

On Tuesday, November 5th, we gathered together in a ballroom to 
sing for the first time since leaving San Diego. We opened our mouths 
to sing and the excitement, magic and energy were palpable.

Fast forward two days to Thursday at 4:37 p.m. It was time. It was 
finally here! THIS is what we have worked so hard for! After 18 long 

months of hard 
work, trust, passion 
and amazing coach-
ing, it was all over 
in just seven short 
minutes.

Then contestant 
five was announced: 
the San Diego Cho-
rus! We did it! We 

reached our goal of making it into the top ten! Of course we were 
excited. We were thrilled! But mostly we were proud and grateful.

It takes a village to build a top ten international chorus. While we 
owe much of our success to the inspiration and faith of Cindy Hansen 
and Jim Arns, we couldn’t have done 
any of it without the drive and belief 
of our very own Kim Vaughn and 
Kathleen Hansen. This dream team 
drew out the best performers in all 
of us and we cannot thank them 
enough!

Finally, we need to thank Region 
21 and especially Scottsdale and 
Honolulu Blend Show Chorus. 
We are truly humbled by your gen-
erosity and grateful for your sup-
port. It was felt in Hawaii and across 
the Pacific from our singing sisters 
who were watching on the webcast. 

Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts! We are so proud to 
be your tenth place international 
chorus!

–Laura A. Koch

San Diego Chorus San Diego, 
CA
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Aloha!
Harborlites would like to welcome home all our Region 21 sisters who 

did such an outstanding job representing our region and barbershop to the 
world: Scottsdale Chorus, San Diego Chorus, Honolulu Blend Show 
Chorus, ConTempo, Dolce, and Touché. We’d also like to congratulate 
our dual members Emily O’ Brien (Toast of Tampa), Karin Turner and 
Tracey Sandberg (San Diego Chorus), Debbie Curtis (ChannelAire), and 
Sheila Martinez (Kansas City Chorus) who were all part of the chorus 
competitions. And while we’re 
talking congratulations, a spe-
cial shout-out to our own Norita 
Skvarla and Judy Gordon who 
received their 50-year pins in Ha-
waii. And we can’t forget Region 
21’s own Nancy Bergman and Lor-
raine Butzen who earned 60 year 
pins! Wow!

Now that we’re back home, 
planning is underway for our 2014 Young Women in Harmony “Diva Day” 

Festival, February 8 at Orange Coast 
College in Costa Mesa, with special 
guest faculty Jennifer Perry, the lead 
of Moxie Ladies. “Diva Day” will 
culminate in an evening show fea-
turing over 200 high school singers 
as well as the Harborlites Chorus 
and quartets. For more information 
or to order tickets, visit our website 
at www.harborliteschorus.org.

Plans are underway for the Har-
borlites Harmony Golf Classic, 
April 11 at Los Serranos Country 
Club in Chino Hills. It’s a fun af-
ternoon for golfers of all skill levels 
followed by dinner, awards, a silent 
auction, and quartet performances. 
Come to play or come for dinner 
— you’ll have a great time!

–Kathy Wright
Photo by Kim Skvarla

On October 20, 2013 Region 21 and 
Sweet Adelines lost our beloved “Queen 

Elizabeth”.  Bette Gorton, tenor of High So-
ciety (1976) and a cappella Gold (2001) 
lost her battle with cancer. Bette was a friend 
and mentor to so many of us. She was an 
emeritus member of the San Diego Chorus 
and sang in several quartets throughout her 
barbershop life.  Bette was known for her 
caring, approachable demeanor and her 
ability to make instant friends. She coached 
quartets and choruses all over the world and 
shared her love of singing, and more impor-
tantly, her love of people. She sang with a 
pure love of music and a constant goal of 
excellence, making her one of the few Sweet 
Adelines to win two International Quartet 
Championships. Her voice lives on in her 
recordings and she leaves a legacy of com-
passion, grace and love to all who were privileged to know her.

–Tomi McEvoy

In Memoriam

Bette Gorton
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So...did you hear the one about the eight singers who walked onto a stage? They 
went home with a banana...trophy, that is!

The Retro Babes, Albuquerque’s entry in Camp Ringing Pines Summer Seminar 
Double Quartet competition resurrected the 1970’s Laugh-In gigs with copious jokes 
and antics. The Babes, Dianne Goldrick, Camille Kelly – tenor, Michelle Baldwin, 
Donna Berardinelli – lead, Denise King, Beverly Berardinelli – bari, and Robin Hanish, 
Judy Sherman – bass, made us proud by carrying home the coveted Golden Banana 
awarded to the double quartet judged to be the most entertaining.

Summer Seminar was a great experience for the dozen-plus EMSC members who 
jumped right in to all the workshops sessions available...arranger, director, leadership, 
choreography...and, of course, singing.

Albuquerque was [to have been] the site for Region 21’s fall educational MusicFest, 
with Enchanted Mesa and Route 66 Sound choruses sharing hosting responsibilities.  

For the year-end quarter, 
EMSC rehearsals were 
filled with vocal training 
sessions and preparations 
for community and holiday 
performances.

Enchanted Mesa’s annual 
show was built around the 
theme “I’ve got the Music 
in Me.” We sang through 

decades of jazz, blues, Broadway and swing, then wrapped up the audience-thrilling 
show with rock band Toto’s stirring song “Africa.” The strong rhythm and haunting 
melody, coupled with claps, snaps, stomps, and flashes created a musical African rain-
storm, complete with thunder and lightning.

So...did you hear the one about the chorus of enchanted singers who stepped up on 
the risers? They brought the house down!

–Sharen Hart
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The chorus has been involved in a variety of activities during the last few months. We 
were invited to sing the National Anthem at a Lake Elsinore Storm baseball game. It was 
a great experience and a fun time, even though it was a hot sunny day!

In August, we performed with the New Gang On The Corner men’s chorus at Sun 
Lakes, in Banning CA. This was a repeat event for us, as we were with them there last 
year too. It was a very enjoyable experience in a beautiful setting with a very responsive 
audience.

Our hallmark event, of course, was our sixth annual Harmony Stars Young Women 
in Harmony Festival on Oc-
tober 19th. The phrase “It 
takes a village” certainly de-
scribes this activity for us, as 
the whole chorus participat-
ed in the project! Young la-
dies from seven high schools 
were represented, with a 
total of 78 participants, in-

cluding 20 repeat attendees. Everyone worked hard all day with the clinician, our own 
director Tomi McEvoy, who received assistance from UnLimited. At the evening show, 
guest men’s quartets included Flightline, a collegiate quartet from the Westminster 
Chorus, and Doremigos from Jurupa Valley High School. A great time was had by all!

Twelve of our members attended the International Competition in Hawaii, and the 
rest us wished we were there, too! Aloha everyone!

–Karen Pritchard Choy
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Pacific Belles Chorus has been very busy in the past 
few months! Twelve of us (about half ) attended Camp 
Ringing Pines in Prescott, AZ. We presented our first 
double quartet entry and returned energized from the 
workshops. Each of us was thrilled at being a part of the 
Red Rock and Green Pine Choruses. Since then, we pre-
sented our fall show, “Good Time Barbershop and Vari-
ety Show,” which included variety acts and honoring of 
our attending military veterans.

On October 12 we held our first Youth Harmony Fes-
tival: “Barbershop A Cappella Rocks.”  It was a great 

learning experience for both the youth and our own 
chorus members who spent the day working closely 

Energized and On the Move!
SVP is a chorus on the move! In the last year, we changed 

our name from Fiesta Chorus to Southwest Vocal Project 
and came home to our favorite rehearsal space at Resur-
rection Catholic Church in Tempe, AZ.  We’ve more than 
doubled our numbers with 29 women on the risers. Best of 
all, our director Cary Burns is leading us down new paths 

in vocal production so we are singing better than ever be-
fore and having a great time doing it.

We are pleased to be back out in the community doing 
what we love best: sharing our love of 4-part harmony.  
Our first annual show as SVP was called “An Old Time Ra-
dio Show” and we were ecstatic when it completely sold 
out! We are busy planning for our next show...stay tuned.  
Plus we are very excited to be headed back to the Regional 
stage with an all new competition package in the spring.

Southwest Vocal Project is energized and moving in an 
exciting new direction. You can learn more about us on 
our new website at SVPChorus.org.

 –Denise DeWitt
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Pacific Belles Escondido, 
CA

Southwest Vocal Project Tempe, 
AZ

Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus Albuquerque, 
NM

Inland Empire Chorus Riverside, 
CA



Winter is a busy time for Red RockAppella and Sedona. The blending 
of the region’s spectacular red rocks, evergreen pines, and light dust-
ing of snow lures visitors from all over the world. Added to that, Red 
RockAppella’s lively holiday music always puts a happy finishing touch 
on a tourist’s unforgettable vacation.

The chorus performed a free holiday show for the community on 
December 8 and will sing Christmas carols and holiday standards for 

several events in the area 
all through the season. Fea-
tured soloists for many of 
these performances are Red 
RockAppella’s own Toni 
Munoz and Jeanie Carroll. 

In November, we wel-
comed back with open arms 
our winter “snowbirds,” Car-
olyn Blecha, Paula Bodah, 
and Judy Curnow, who will 

sing with us until after April competition, when they again fly to their 
northern nests.

Tenor Linda Patterson joined Red RockAppella in October. She 
answers to “Brit,” a nickname given her when she came to the United 
States from England several years ago. Brit is an excellent singer with a 
delightfully droll sense of humor. 

October also brought us a coaching session conducted by the inimi-
table team of Sarah Slade and Mary Branham (of Ms. Cellaneous). 
Not only did Mary and Sarah work with us to improve our vocal tech-
niques and how to better blend our voices, but their lively presentations 
and witty comments kept us laughing throughout the evening—which 
was over far too soon.

In January, we begin rehearsals for our March 2 annual show. Come 
see us!

–Sue Williams
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with our coaches Ms. Cellaneous. The 
evening performance was packed full of barbershop sing-
ing from The Music Men and the Pacific Belles choruses; and Sound 
Design, Sugartime, and Ms. Cellaneous quartets. The “iTones” (stu-
dents) amazed everyone with their grasp of our four-part harmony, 
choreography, and super spirit! It was such a great success that plan-
ning is already beginning for our next festival in 2015.

The holidays are now drawing near and we are preparing for “A Holi-
day Harmony Happening,” our annual show on December 7th.  As is 
PBC’s tradition, there will be lots of singing of holiday favorites, plus a 
“homemade” bake sale, prizes, and refreshments!

Pacific Belles Chorus wishes all of our Region 21 choruses a wonder-
ful holiday season and all the best for a happy, harmonious 2014!

–Heidi Versteeg and Joan Baird

We have changed our rehearsal day and site again. SOH meets at 
Kirkwood Church in Glendora, CA on Friday—10 a.m. to 1 p.m. We’ve 
had a few visitors from meetup.com and from our Pennysaver ad also.

We have a couple of performances in December, including a “Friends 
and Family” evening.  SOH is also looking forward  to riding in the Co-
vina Christmas Parade. 

In early October we had a 
fundraiser at a Chili’s restaurant 
in Glendora that worked out 
quite well.  We sang a couple of 
songs too, which was fun. 

Our director, Sharon Orsi and 
dual member, Nancy Meade had 
a wonderful, fantastic time at 
Sweet Adelines International 
Competition in Honolulu, Hawaii. Nancy said, “I was very excited to 
have the opportunity to represent Region 21 and Sounds of Harmony 
in the World Harmony Chorus. The chorus, made up of more than 120 
voices representing 58 choruses worldwide, sang two songs after the 
final competition: “As Long As I Have Music” and “I’d Like to Teach the 
World to Sing.” The second song included Hawaiian Dancers perform-
ing while the chorus sang. It was the perfect enhancement of a wonder-
ful song. I can’t convey how exciting and satisfying it was to sing on the 
International Stage—an experience I will never forget!” 

Congratulations to Scottsdale and San Diego choruses for their fan-
tastic, top 10 performances in Hawaii.

May everyone have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in 2014!
–Char Nelson

Red RockAppella Chorus Sedona, 
AZ

Save the Date!
April 24-27, 2014

Mesa, AZ

El Paso Sungold El Paso, 
TX

El Paso Sungold Chorus was hot and spicy as summertime rolled 
through this year. We welcomed new member Nina Rivera (Lead) to 
the chorus proving that our growth is still on the upswing. Our summer 
began with the El Paso Lions Club 4th of July Parade. We had a beau-
tifully decorated float on which we sang all of the patriotic music the 
crowd-lined streets could handle. July was also busy with four gratify-
ing and emotional nursing home/assisted-living facility performances. 

Our double quartet Sol Sisters brought amazing new life to the 
term “Cougar” in Prescott. The chorus members who were able to at-

Sounds of Harmony Chorus Glendora, 
CA

tend the retreat were filled to the brim with knowledge and anecdotes 
to pay forward when they returned. This was all timed perfectly as 
we closed out August 
in deep preparation 
mode for our upcom-
ing production.

On September 8th, 
we performed our 
own original produc-
tion called “A Walk in 
the Park.” After several 
months of hard work, 
discipline, frustration, 
progress, and all other things that go into such an undertaking, we all 
experienced the jubilation that accompanies a real success! What an 
excellent way this was to bring our summer to a close and shift our fo-
cus to fall and winter music with a renewed spirit!

El Paso Sungold would like to take this opportunity to wish our sis-
ters in harmony a wonderful holiday season.  We look forward to shar-
ing our experiences with you in the next edition!

–Karyn Styles 
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Director:  Lori Lyford • 124 on stage 
Contestant #16: Semifinal Songs: Put Your Arms Around Me, How Deep Is the Ocean?

Contestant #8: Finals Songs: Mardi Gras March, If Ever I Would Leave You
Semifinal Score: 1443 points • Finals Score: 1565 points• Total Score: 3008 points

SCOTTSDALE EARNS THE SILVER AND SAN DIEGO IS BACK IN THE MEDALS IN HONOLULU

Honolulu Blend Show Chorus

Mic Testing for the Harmony Classic

With their Region 21 sisters,
performing in the World Harmony Chorus

Region 21 Rah-Rah

The Webcast

Directorʼs Recognition

Trial Scoring

Opening Ceremonies

The Pattern



All photography by Karen Laderman

Celebrating 60 Years in Sweet Adelines

Director:  Lori Lyford • 124 on stage 
Contestant #16: Semifinal Songs: Put Your Arms Around Me, How Deep Is the Ocean?

Contestant #8: Finals Songs: Mardi Gras March, If Ever I Would Leave You
Semifinal Score: 1443 points • Finals Score: 1565 points• Total Score: 3008 points

SCOTTSDALE EARNS THE SILVER AND SAN DIEGO IS BACK IN THE MEDALS IN HONOLULU

Nancy Bergman

Celebrating 50 Years in Sweet Adelines

Judy Gordon Norita Skvarla Lou Solberg

The Call-Off

Trial Scoring

Opening Ceremonies

Rehearsal and Coaching

Director:  Kim Vaughn • 66 on stage 
Contestant #22: Semifinal Songs: I Love A Piano, Auld Lang Syne

Contestant #5: Finals Songs: Bewitched, Bothered, and Bewildered; That’s How Rhythm Was Born
Semifinal Score: 1307 points • Finals Score: 1246 points• Total Score: 2553 points



Song of the Pines Chorus Prescott, 
AZ
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Camp Ringing Pines was fabulous fun again! TDH had three full 
double quartets compete: Tough Love, Out of Season, and Hormonal 

Harmony who ended 
up taking first place. 
Additional members 
attended resulting in 
our best turn out ever!  

Annie Hayes, our 
own Hall of Famer, 
brought about another 
smashing Youth in 
Harmony Festival. An-
nie’s ability to recruit 
volunteers and lead 

them through another YIH is unequaled; Annie’s work in promoting 
barbershop to the next generation is invaluable.

Our October show, “Tricks and Treats,” brought out the ghouls in all 
of us. A variety of quartets, double quartets, soloists, jokesters, and the 
full chorus entertained the crowd. But it was the black and white danc-
ers that grabbed the audience. The crowd stood up to get better views 
with their cameras. There was a special performance by the 2013 Re-
gion 21 quartet champions ConTempo who, by the way, came in 16th 
out of 51 quartets competing in Hawaii. TDH is so proud of ConTempo.  
Congratulations to all Region 21 competitors!

Now TDH focuses on fundraisers and preparing for the Harmony 
Classic in November 2014. Part of our preparation includes long range 
planning. Facilitated by Janet Bourbouse, the music team, management 
team, and a representative from the general chorus is looking at long-
term goals and designing objectives and actions plans needed to meet 
those chorus goals. We’re on our way to the Harmony classic. We look 
forward to sharing the Baltimore experience with Harborlites and 
Honolulu Blend Show Chorus. 

–Rhonda Benhase

Honolulu Blend Show Chorus Honolulu, 
HI

Aloha from the newest chorus of Region 21! While we’ve been busy 
sharing our love of harmony with the community by assisting in com-
munity college choral classes and singing for the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure, our focus has been preparing for International Conven-
tion. We were so excited to welcome Sweet Adelines to Hawaii!

The members of the HBSC were humbled and honored to partici-
pate and aid in hosting 
the 2013 International 
Competition. Our 
week started on Sat-
urday evening, when, 
with the help of other 
island barbershoppers, 
we hosted the Inter-
national Board of Di-
rectors to a delicious 

feast. It was an incredible opportunity to get to know our Interna-
tional Faculty, while allowing these fantastic women to feel pampered 
and appreciated.

Being chosen as the mic-testing chorus for the Harmony 
Classic was such an honor! This was HBSC’s first appearance 

Tucson Desert Harmony Chorus Tucson, 
AZ

Greetings from Prescott, AZ! Welcome to our newest members, 
Sharon Johnson and Ellen Swanson. Our “Teach The World To Sing” six-
week course began November 5th with 7 visitors! A graduation mini-
show is planned for December 10th. It’s been a blast to meet all these 
ladies and learn a couple of songs right along with them! Who knows 
– maybe they’ll catch the “barbershop bug” and want to hang with us 
beyond December – stranger things have happened! Christmas music 
has been on our minds as we are already scheduling performances and 
preparing for the Christmas Parade, Courthouse Lighting and Acker 
Night – Prescott’s huge musical extravaganza on December 13th.

Long-time members Barbara Jayne and Maggie Roscoe are in our 
prayers for improved health and we look forward to their return. 

Seven of us traveled down south to see the Scottsdale show and it 
was worth every minute – every mile! Jana Gutensen drove north to 
work with us in preparation 
for our annual retreat and 
contest!

Lorraine Butzen received 
her 60 Year membership pin 
at the Summer Seminar. We 
are so very proud of her, and 
if you haven’t had an oppor-
tunity to hear some of her 
jokes, you are missing out!

Congratulations to all our 
Region 21 International Competitors – what a great job you did in rep-
resenting the best region in the world. See you all at the April competi-
tion in the great state of Arizona!

–Judi Williams

Route 66 Sound Albuquerque, 
NM

Get Social With Region 21!

on the International 
stage, and it was a joyous experience! We 

worked hard to bring to life the story of a 1940s train excursion, scour-
ing thrift shops for authentic clothing and even making our own pillbox 
hats! Singing on the International stage helped us grow as performers 
and was a valuable experience as we prepare for the Harmony Classic 
next year.

Our own Bonnie McKibben was chosen to direct the World Chorus 
at the convention and we were thrilled when the chorus was invited 
to be a part of it. We had a wonderful time singing with women from 
around the globe!

We can’t wait till Baltimore! As we say in Hawaiian, “A hui hou!”  Un-
til next time!

–Jodi Oakley

We just successfully wrapped up our third annual show, “Calendar 
Girls.” The show highlighted songs for each month of the year with a 
fast-paced script and featured three guest quartets – Paramount, BHS 
Rocky Mountain District 3rd place medalists, Pandemonium, Region 
21’s 3rd place medalists, and Southwest Edition — and 30 members 
of the young women’s a cappella chorus On Q.  The show chairs also 
produced a desk calendar, featuring 12 original artwork posters used 



In August, Westwind Harmony Chorus attended Camp Ringing Pines in beautiful 
Prescott, Arizona. at the Prescott Conference Center and Resort. What a great learn-
ing  experience with all the talented directors to guide and coach us in our art of sing-
ing. What a thrill to sing with three hundred women on the risers. We left excited to 
share our fun and knowledge and apply it to our rejuvenated chorus. 

What do you do when you have something to share? You start telling people, your 
old friends and new friends, that you are a part of a fantastic group, Sweet Adelines 
International, and it gives you and others happiness.

We immediately started connecting more with our team leaders and committees:
our vocal coaches, choreographers, director, assistant director, team leader, music, 
membership, and perfor-
mance committees. We are 
growing with sound and as a 
performing chorus.

We decided that West-
wind would have a member-
ship guest night on October 
14th and offer a Free Voice 
Lesson as an incentive for 
our visitors. With much ded-
ication and diligence, we focused on advertising and having a plan of action.  Leaders 
have designed flyers, brochures,  a new logo. We began advertising on meet-up, com-
munity newspapers and newsletters, and in our community events pages.

We are enthusiastic about all the positive things that are happening for us. We had 
a one-day workshop in November with Jana Gutenson. Christmas performances and 
singing telegrams are on the agenda and have been very successful in the past.  This is 
the busiest time of the year for us, as far as community outreach and events, but it is 
so much fun.

–Rebecca Ramey
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It’s been a fantastic few months for the Mission Viejo Chorus! Many of our members 
were able to attend Camp Ringing Pines in Prescott. We had a great time, learned a lot, 
and enjoyed shar-
ing our love of har-
mony with friends 
old and new. Our 
double quartet en-
try, Caliente, had a 
blast singing tequila 
parodies. Our camp 
directors whipped 
our red and green choruses into shape for a wonderful finale to our stay in Arizona.

Our November 2nd show, under the direction of Kimberley Baker, was a resound-
ing success. Gilbert Barragan Jr. was our MC, and his dapper charm and ready humor 
added the right touch to showcase our theme, “An Evening at Club Dazzle.”  Royce’s 
Voices “dazzled” our audience with their smooth and sophisticated vocal styling.  Ooh 
La La, Jewel Tones, and Beach Babes added to our show with their individual styles.

We are so proud of our singing sisters who competed in Hawaii. Congratulations 
to Scottsdale for their 2nd place finish and San Diego for finishing 10th. Congratula-
tions also to Dolce and ConTempo for their stellar performances and strong finishes.  

As the holiday season approaches, we are busy filling our calendars with numerous 
performance opportunities. It is with gratitude that we share the holiday spirit in song. 

Our continued growth is a testament to the vitality of our director Kimberley Baker and 
the enthusiasm of our chorus members. We’re looking forward to a brilliant New Year!

–Denise Clifford

in the show. Proceeds of the sale 
of the calendars will benefit the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.

We were delighted to have Jana Gutenson as our coach in 

mid-October.  We learned a lot and want to thank her again 
for a fabulous day!

The chorus is looking forward to performing with The 
New MexiChords (BHS) on their annual Christmas 
shows in mid December. We will also be singing at the 
Festival of the Trees, a local charity auction which ben-
efits the Carrie Tingley Children’s Hospital. Finally, on 
Dec. 20th, we’ll be performing at the River of Lights, an 
outdoor venue at the Albuquerque Botanical Gardens.

We’ve welcomed three new members to the risers 
since Summer Regional – they each learned fourteen 
songs in order to sing with us on our annual show and 
are now hard at work learning our holiday repertoire. 
We’re so glad to have Anne-Marie, Phebe, & Vesna har-
monizing with us.

Plans are already underway for 2014 – working hard 
to get ready for contest! See you in Mesa in April.

–Diane Taggart

Westwind Harmony Chorus Surprise, 
AZ

Mission Viejo Chorus Laguna Niguel, 
CA

Rita Van Horn, a char-
ter member of the Har-
borlites Chorus, passed 

away  on September 14, 2013 at the age of 81. After sing-
ing in college, Rita was invited by a neighbor to join a 
fledgling Sweet Adelines chorus being formed in Hun-

tington Beach. After help-
ing to charter the chorus, 
Rita served as its director 
from 1962, helping the cho-
rus grow from small to mid-
sized and bringing home 
Harborlites’ first top-ten 
regional chorus medal. 
Rita stepped down as di-
rector in 1967 to finish her 
degree and begin a career 
teaching vocal music  from 
1969-1992 in the Anaheim 
School district. This did not 
mean Rita left Sweet Ade-
lines, however; she contin-

ued to sing with Harborlites and served as a musical and 
bass section leader for many years. In 2010, she received 
her 50-year pin. Rita was also an active quartet singer in 
the Region and her quartet, the S. VanAnderMac Sing-
ers, won the Region 21 championship in 1978 and 1989 
and competed at the International level for over 8 years, 
rising to win third place International Quartet medals.

Rita was an energetic, talented musician and perform-
er and she will be missed.

–Kathy Wright

In Memoriam

Rita Van Horn
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Dolce CAL-Region 11, CAL-Region 21, 
Harborlites

Erin Sears, Mina Harkey, Megan Lyne, Ruthie Tabone

Ooh La La Harborlites, Mission Viejo, 
Santa Monica

Jonni Wood, Judy Herr, Linda Schrab, Barbara Adams
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Susan Phinney, Mary Branham, Chris Robertson, Sarah Slade

Ms. Cellaneous  Golden Sands, Harborlites, 
Scottsdale, Vista Hills

Happy Fall Region 21! Ooh La La had a de-
lightful time at the Santa Monica Chorus’ 
summer show and ice cream social. Those 
ladies really know how to put on a shindig! 
Our summer ended with a bit of travelling: 
Jonni and Lee went to the Caribbean, Judy and 
hubby drove the Pacific Coast, Barbara’s family 
went to San Diego, and Linda’s family enjoyed 
heaven-at-home — San Clemente!  

Our Autumn kicked off with an awesome 
coaching session with Erin Howden. What a 
ball of energy that lady is, and her love of this 
art form is inspiring. Our most recent event 
was performing on the Mission Viejo Chorus 
show. We shimmied and boogie-woogied on 
the show and then closed down the afterglow, 
and we didn’t even get to sing our whole rep-
ertoire. We are looking forward to the holidays 
with two gigs already booked and then getting 
ready for our first Region 21 quartet contest.  
You heard that right, we’ve adopted another 
chorus into our quartet family.  Barbara & Jon-
ni transferred to Harborlites Chorus in July.  
We love and miss our Santa Monica sisters, 
but driving 3 miles to chorus rehearsal and 
having both work, quartet and chorus all so 
close to home is such a blessing .  

We look forward to reconnecting with long- 
time friends and making new ones in Region 
21. Congratulations to all the competitors in 
Hawaii, you represented Region 21 proudly 
and it was a delight to be able to see you on 
the webcast.

xoxo, The La La’s
–Barbara, Linda, Jonni, and Judy

Dolce had quite an adventure in Honolulu! 
We were the quartet traipsing through the 
convention with a 10-week-old baby in tow!  
Lucy (Ruthie’s baby girl, born in August) joined 
us at contest and went everywhere the quartet 
went! We participated in a local school singout 
with celebrity judge Neyla Pekarek (from Ris-
ing Star champion quartet Vogue, and of the 
Grammy-nominated band The Lumineers), 
and we cheered on our region 21 sisters in the 
Scottsdale and San Diego choruses (two top 
10 choruses—way to represent!).

We are so grateful to the women of this fabu-
lous region for the incredible support along the 
journey. Your friendship means so much to all 
of us—we read every card, text, and Facebook 
post and shared them all together. Thanks also 
to our wonderful coaches: Jeff Baker, Cindy 
Hansen, and Pam Pieson.

We are proud of our 15th place finish and 
look forward to competing in Baltimore 2014!

–Megan, Ruthie, Erin and Mina

MVSA is so proud of Dolce and Contempo for your stellarperformances atinternational.Way to go!!!

Barbara, Linda, Jonni & Judy,
Give ʻem The Ooh La La!!

Mission Viejo sends congrats to 

San Diego for your top ten finish at 
international. Wow!!

Harborlit
es, 

full st
eam 

ahead to B
altim

ore!

I ❤
 my ch

orus.

xox
o Sa

lly M
al

Ms. Cellaneous is soproudof our quartets Dolceand Contempo.Great Job!!!

Scottsdale y
ou are fo

reve
r 1st in

 

our Hearts!!
!! Th

anks for let
ting 

us sin
g on your sh

ow!

Hugs,

Ms. Cella
neous

Mary and Sarah Cellaneous you 

rocked the stage in Hawaii...weʼre 

proud to call you SISTAHS...

Hugs, Chris and Susan

Cellaneous

Mission Viejo Chorus takes our 

hats off for Touché for finishing 

your year as queens in style!

Congrats Tracey, Meg and my other 

San Diego buddies on

your International 10th

place finish!

xoxo Sally Mal

Congratulations to the 
San Diego Chorus and 
the Scottsdale Chorus 

for making the top 10 at 
International.

Ooh La La loves

Region 21!!Yay Scottsdale for your
exciting performance in

Honolulu! Love—your
Mission Viejo sisters.

Ms. Cellaneous Business!
How do you spell busy?  M S C E L L A N E 

O U S. We kicked off the summer by attending 
Summer Sizzler in Bakersfield. We were the 
official Boat Regatta Judges. After a few small 
bribes with tequila and chocolate we decided 
it best to abandon ship and stick to singing. 
Then we headed off to Camp Ringing Pines in 
Prescott for S’More Singing. In September we 
performed on the Golden Sands Show with 
Touché (The Queens) and Nightlife (The 
Kings).  We figured that made us the Court 
Jesters! In October we assisted the Pacific 
Belles Chorus with their first YWIH festi-
val. So exciting to see young faces come alive 
singing barbershop. Also in October we again 
shared the stage with Touché and Metropo-
lis on the Harborlites Show. How honored 
we felt to share the stage with these wonder-
ful quartets. The last week of October was 
extremely busy. We hustled over to perform 
on a Scottsdale Show on the 24th, then back 

to Orange to 
perform for Kim and Dale 

Vaughn on the 25th, and then shared the stage 
with the River Oaks Chorus (Region 11) on 
the 27th. Whew! Then, Mary and Sarah Cel-
laneous headed to Hawaii to earn a 2nd Place 
medal with their beloved chorus, Scotts-
dale, while Chris and Susan Cellaneous set 
up camp and watched the contest from the 
Robertson Bed and Breakfast. Time to focus 
on Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, and 
Spring Contest — and in that order.  XO.

–Mary, Chris, Susan, and Sarah



Pandemonium would first like to congratu-
late the current International Champions Rön-
ninge Show Chorus and the new Queens of 
Harmony Love Notes. We are so excited they 
will be the “face” of Sweet Adelines all over the 
world this next year! We are so very proud of 
our Region 21 representation in Hawaii with 
Scottsdale Chorus earning 2nd place, San 
Diego 10th place, and Dolce and ConTempo 
placing 15th and 16th in the world! This region 
is FILLED with talent!

Pandemonium has been very busy since you 
last heard from us. Even though we had two of 
our members, Tracey in San Diego and Andi 
in Scottsdale competing in Hawaii, we still 

As Cadence bids a fond farewell as a four-
some, we couldn’t do so without some words 

to our beloved Region 21. In our short one 
and a half years together we have created 
some wonderful memories and formed last-
ing friendships. We are so proud to be rep-
resenting the region as the current 4th place 
medalists, and are beyond thrilled winning the 
coveted Most Improved and Audience Choice 
awards–wow, what an honor! We had a fun 
and busy 2013 together which included sing-
ing at Side by Side this summer, being coached 
by the esteemed Deke Sharon (producer of The 
Sing Off and the movie Pitch Perfect), and we 
were blessed to be able to perform on both the 
San Diego and Harborlites annual shows.

Lastly, we can’t forget that 2013 brought 
our “fifth addition” to the quartet: Cherilyn’s 
adorable son Jayden. You will see us around 
the region in our respective choruses and in 
new quartets....Region 21 truly is the best re-
gion, and we thank you so much for your love 
and support during our time together. Look 
forward to seeing all of you soon...at the next 
event! In Harmony,

–Elaine, Cherilyn, Meg and Sally

managed to perform on three chorus shows, 
San Diego, Harborlites, and most recently 
Route 66 Sound’s “Calendar Girls” show in 
Albuquerque. We had such a fabulous time 
meeting new Sweet Adelines and visiting with 
old friends. We wish you all a very Happy Hol-
iday Season and look forward to an exciting 
2014! Much Love,

–Dawn Anne, Tracey, Anna, and Andi
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Pandemonium Harborlites, Route 66 Sound, 
San Diego, Scottsdale

Dawn Anne Gladden, Tracey Sandberg, Andi Rostel, Anna Bernhard
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Cadence CAL-Region 21, Harborlites, 
San Diego

Elaine Braack, Cherilyn Polliard, Sally Malinowski, Meg Adams

Region 21 Double Quartet Contest–Camp Ringing Pines, Prescott, AZ, August 10, 2013

Contestant #5: Flash Mates 
(Inland Empire, San Diego)

Contestant #6: Fashionably L8 (Harborlites, 
Santa Monica): 2nd Place

Contestant #7: Happy Campers 
(Song of the Pines)

Contestant #8: Tough Love
(Tucson Desert Harmony)

Contestant #9: Retro Babes (Enchanted 
Mesa Show Chorus, CAL): 3rd Place and 

the Golden Banana

Contestant #1: The Sol Sisters (El 
Paso Sungold)

Contestant #12: Caliente 
(Mission Viejo)

Contestant #2: Hormonal Harmony 
(Tucson Desert Harmony): 1st Place

Contestant #3: Eight Is Great 
(Pacific Belles)

Contestant #4: Out of Season 
(Tucson Desert Harmony)

Contestant #10: Investig-8 (Inland 
Empire, San Diego)

Photos by Karen Laderman



Club 21 has been very busy planning our 2014 
Quartet Stage Days. Once again we will offer two one-
day educational events geared toward assisting quar-
tets prepare for the contest stage. Quartets and indi-
vidual singers are welcome and we encourage you to 
attend. The low price registration fee of $25 includes 
your lunch!

Quartets are invited to perform their contest set in 
their costume and make-up. A panel of “judges” will 
evaluate the performance. Quartets will then receive 
coaching from Club 21 members.

Our Arizona Stage Day will be on Saturday, January 
18th in Phoenix: 

 The Rock at 32nd St.
             13625 N 32nd St.
 (32nd St and Thunderbird)
              Phoenix AZ 85032

Our California Stage Day will be on Saturday, Janu-
ary 25th in Huntington Beach:

 St Wilfred of York Episcopal Church
             18631 Chapel Ln.
 Huntington Beach, CA 92646
Both events are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Check the Club 

21 website, www.club-21.org, for specific information 
and directions. Make plans now to attend this fun, edu-
cational, music-filled day.

Our Club 21 members continue to be involved with 
coaching and education throughout Region 21 and the 
entire barbershop world. We have knowledgeable and 
talented coaches ready to work with you individually, 
or with your quartet or chorus. Visit the website for 
assistance with contacting us. We hope to hear from 
you soon!

We look forward to seeing you there! 
–Tomi McEvoy, Club 21 President

I’m just back from the inspiring International Convention in Honolulu. Congratula-
tions to Rönninge Show Chorus on its stupendous performances, and congratulations 
to our own Scottsdale Chorus, which was, as always, simply jaw-dropping. And con-
gratulations to Love Notes, our new queens, and to Dolce and ConTempo. We’re so 
proud of them all!

The ADP held a day-long workshop at summer regional in Prescott last August. The 
attendees discussed writing intros and tags, with the classes being led by Suzy Lobaugh 
and myself. We put together an intro and tag for our group song, “An Earful of Music.”

We are now gearing up for our annual retreat in Tucson, which will be held this year 
from Friday evening, June 6th, through Sunday afternoon, June 8th, 2014—between 
Memorial Day Weekend and Father’s Day.  So SAVE THE DATES, all of you wannabe 
arrangers! Soon I will be mailing out more details regarding venue, registration, classes 
and staff. One of the agenda items will be to complete “An Earful of Music” by putting 
in a key change and looking for other possible enhancements to add before we send the 
arrangement to International to be considered for publication.

–Anna Maria Parker, ADP Coordinator

Club 21

Arrangers Development Program (ADP)

This fall there were three YWIH Festivals in Region 21—all were a huge success, I 
might add.

On Saturday, September 21, Tucson Desert Harmony co-hosted the “Southern 
Arizona Youth In Harmony 
Festival” in Tucson with Jana 
Gutenson and Christopher 
Peterson as clinicians. On 
Saturday, October 12, the 
Pacific Belles held their very 
first “Barbershop A Cappella 
Rocks” in Carlsbad, CA with 
Chris Robertson and Ms. Cel-
laneous as  clinician. To finish 
the fall festival season, Inland 
Empire’s Annual “Harmony 
Stars Festival” was held 
on Saturday, October 

19. Look for the stories and photos in the Spring Year in Review issue.
Because some members have moved, the YWIH quartet DreamCatchers has 

re-formed into C’est la vie!. C’est la vie! is a registered quartet with Melanie 
Barker (Lead), Caitlin Tervo (Tenor), Olivia Hammond (Bass), and Krista Moller 
(Baritone), all from the Scottsdale Chorus. Look for them performing and com-
peting in the future.

–Annie Hayes, Young Women In Harmony Coordinator

Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)
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The annual Region 21 ADP Retreat was held the weekend of June 14-16, 2013 in Tucson, Arizona. Region 21’s annual retreat has been open 
to other regions for many years, and it has fostered numerous developing arrangers and CMAs since its inception in 1994. And the arrangers 
who have benefited from this program have gone on to become part of Region 21’s staff of teachers. This year topped the mark in bringing to-
gether staff members AND participants from all over the world. There were 13 registered attendees from 5 regions, 2 countries, and a distance 
spanning South Carolina to Japan! Coupled with the five staff members, there was a grand total of 18 arrangers and aspiring arrangers who 
came together for this retreat. They shared commonalities, sang, wrote original music, absorbed all the hints and ideas given by the instructors, 
asked a plethora of questions, got to know one another, and laughed a lot! The teaching staff included Nancy Bergman, Master Music Arranger 
(MMA), Anita Barzilla (CMA) and two CMAs from Region 11, Joan Adler and Joan D’Agostino, who received much of their training in Region 
21’s ADP. Anna Maria Parker made sure she provided every little thing that could possibly be wanted or needed or forgotten. She brought seven 
boxes of old sheet music for perusal by all the participants—along with two copier/printers, a laptop, a new projector with camera, eight extra 
keyboards for everyone who flew in, extension and power cords, agendas, copies of all handouts and other materials, adapters for headsets, etc. 

Every region should have an arranging program coordinator with this kind of dedication and foresight! –Anita Barzilla
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**January 18 Coachella Valley Harmony Festival – Palm Springs, CA
January 18 Club 21 Stage Day – Phoenix, AZ
January 25 Club 21 Stage Day – Huntington Beach, CA
February 8 Harborlites YWIH “Diva Day” Festival – Costa Mesa, CA

**February 17 Scottsdale Golf Tournament – Phoenix, AZ
March 21-23 RMT Meeting

**April 11 Harborlites Golf Tournament – Chino Hills, CA
April 24-27 Regional Convention & Competition – Mesa, AZ

**June 6-8 Arrangers Development Program Annual Retreat – Tucson, AZ
June 13-15 Directors’ Workshop (with Sharon Babb) – CA

**July 25-26 A Cappella Harmony Academy – Tulsa, OK
August 8-10 Summer Seminar (with Jim Arns) – Prescott, AZ

September 12-14 RMT Meeting
October 18 MusicFest – CA
October 25 MusicFest – AZ

November 5-9 International Convention & Competition – Baltimore, MD
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**Jan. 30-Feb. 1 Quartet Workshop (with Touché)
March 6-8 RMT Meeting

April 16-19 Regional Convention & Competition – TBD
September 11-13 RMT Meeting

November 4-8 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV

‘1
6 May 12-15 Regional Convention & Competition – TBD

October 18-22 International Convention & Competition – Las Vegas, NV

Regional and
International Events

Dec. 7 Enchanted Mesa 
Show Chorus 
– Christmas Show

Dec. 7 Pacific Belles–  
Christmas Show

Dec. 7 Inland Empire 
 – Christmas Show
Dec. 8 Red RockAppella
 – Holiday Show
Dec. 18** San Diego
 – Christmas Show

March 2,  Red RockAppella 
  2014 – Annual Show
Nov. 15** Route 66 Sound 

– Annual Show

Chapter Shows 
2013-2014

**New Listings/Changes in Red

For the most up-to-date calendar 
listings, check the Region 21
website (www.region21.org).

To have your event or chapter show listed on the Region 21 calendar, contact the RMT Team Coordinator Sue Bowdoin (e-mail: subowdoin@comcast.
net). The Chapter Date Clearance Form is available for download on the regional website.

Mark your calendar and come to 
Summer Camp...

• Special Guest Faculty: Jim Arns!
• Special enhanced educational tracks for directors, 
chorus leadership, and arrangers!
• Plus all your favorites including the Show of
Champions, Double Quartet Contest, “All-Region 

Prescott Resort, Prescott, Arizona • August 8-10, 2014
Camp Dinner,” and S’more Singing Afterglow Saturday night!



2005 & 2008 International Champion Chorus
Sweet Adelines International

www.harborliteschorus.org

Eighth Annual

Proceeds benefi t competitors and performers 
going to the International  Convention in Baltimore, MD.

Harborlites
Harmony
Golf Classic

Join Us!
Saturday, February 8, 2014Friday, April 11, 2014

Los Serranos Golf 
and Country Club
Chino Hills, CA

Spend the day at Orange Coast College learning to harmonize in 
the barbershop style with the Harborlites Chorus and world-class 
coaches! After the clinics there will be an evening performance 
with the Harborlites Chorus. Tickets will be $5.

For more information call Karen at (714) 847-0787 or visit 
www.harborliteschorus.org.

Diva Day
Attention all high 
school girls who 
love to sing! 

GUEST CLINICIAN:

Jennifer Perry
2009 International 
Quartet Champion, 
2008 MENC/SAI Music 
Educator of the Year

HL-ad-Golf-Diva-1113-r2F.indd   1 12/2/13   11:01 AM


