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Golden West Region 21 
Mission Statement:

Golden West Region 21 of Sweet 
Adelines International is at the 
leading edge of excellence in music 
and leadership education. We are 
dedicated to providing a wide scope 
of personal growth opportunities 
and raising public awareness of the 
barbershop art form.

Sweet Adelines International President Patty Cobb Baker (Harborlites) opened the Harmony Clas-
sic Competition in New Orleans on Tuesday, September 17 with the 2019 State of the Organization 
Address. She discussed the “emphasis on organizational transformation” that has been the focus of the 
International Board of Directors and which is a crucial part of the life cycle of Sweet Adelines. “It really is 
a very exciting time for us. There’s a lot of fresh energy and creativity and growth happening right now....
We’ll always be evolving and improving.”

Patty reviewed the results of the Visioning Retreat with the International Board, Headquarters Staff 
Leadership Team, and 25 members representing a cross-section of the organizational membership. That 
retreat, and the seven months of discussion and crafting that followed, produced a new Vision Statement 
and Guiding Principles as well as an updated Mission Statement and 5-year Strategic Plan.

“These are statements of intention and promise. They tell the world who we are, what our essential 
purpose is, and what we value most in that purpose and in our relationship with others. They are words 
that are both defining, but they are also aspirational. And they are words that say, ‘we promise to do this’ 
and mean it….Words that we should live by. And that make us uniquely and perfectly Sweet Adelines 
International.”

These organizational principles can be found on the Sweet Adelines International website at https://
sweetadelines.com/mission-vision-and-guiding-principles. Patty’s complete address can be 
viewed on YouTube.
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Our 2020 International Champion Quartet: Viva!, featuring Region 21’s Patty Cobb Baker

Cover and Page 2 photos by Karen Laderman and Read Photography ©2019, unless otherwise noted. Masthead design by Linda Carlberg.

Increasing their score by almost 100 points from their silver medal performance in 2018, 
Viva! edges Titanium by just 2 points to become the 2020 International Champion Quartet.

Semifinals Contestant #1
Songs: Put Your Arms Around Me, Honey;

How Deep Is the Ocean
Score:  1437 points

Finals Contestant #1
Contest Song: Down With Love

Score:  1425 points

Chris DeRosa, Gina Baker, Peggy Jones, Patty Cobb Baker



Hello Everyone!  What a remarkable week for Region 21 in 
New Orleans! C’est la vie wowed us in the semi-finals.  We were 
so proud to see Lucille as mic testers and Viva! take home the 

crowns.  San Diego’s semi-final perfor-
mance stirred our hearts and Scotts-
dale’s swan song set had me bawling 
tears of joy while commuting home 
from work. Yup, I was plugged into the 
webcast as much as possible during the 
week, unable to make the trip to NOLA. 
So, I’m especially grateful for the helpful 
hands of the 2019 R21 International 
Love Committee!  Twenty-two volun-
teer members from four chapters and 

one prospective chapter assembled and delivered gifts, attended 
the “Rah Rah,” and ensured that long tunnels of love awaited each 
competitor when they got off the stage. This region-wide contri-
bution is what keeps the Region 21 family strong! We succeed 
together and with each other’s support!

So, it is crucial that voices from every chapter collaborate to 
shape our bright future. Your Regional Management Team is 
forming an advisory committee with representation from every 
chorus and Chapter-at-Large members. Our fall Strategic Plan-
ning event will have a sharp focus on leadership education and 
programs to support the administrative side of our Sweet Ade-
line experience. I would love to hear what matters to you in this 
arena. Contact me at rmt_teamcoordinator@region21.org if you 
would like to participate or learn more!

 Team Coordinator, Adelina Dudda
Singing in a chorus offers an important opportunity to connect with oth-

ers frequently and form long-lasting social bonds. What are some ways we 
can help members make these connections with each other? Here are a few 
ideas.  Recognize members who reach milestone 
membership anniversaries. This shows how much 
we value a member for their continuing support, and 
might inspire other members to strive to earn the 
same recognition. Organize a picnic or party where 
members invite their family to come meet your 
other family of “chorus sisters.” This gives everyone a 
chance to bring their favorite food to share and might 
give time for longer conversations to get to know 
each other better.  Schedule in a “good news” time ev-
ery couple of rehearsals where members can brag on 
themselves or family members.  This won’t take too 
much time if you have everyone blurt their news out at once!   I bet by now 
lots of fun ideas have come to mind for connecting to those within as well as 
outside your chorus. Now is a great time to ponder what you can do to help 
your chorus succeed in building a strong community!

 Education Coordinator, Bonnie McKibben
Greetings Region 21! I hope you all enjoyed a lovely summer. 

Heading into fall brings the Regional Management team to 
their weekend-long Strategy Meeting. 
We are excited for this meeting as we 
are hoping to find new ways to share 
the wealth. 

Did you know that the Regional 
Management Team positions have 
“shadows?” You could shadow one of 
the team members to see if your in-
terests/skill-set matches with that par-
ticular position. You could also try it on 
for size to see if it is something that you 

would like to do for 2 years or more. Or you might find that a 
portion of that position appeals to you – and take that on as 
your area of contribution.

And, as we have some folks that will be finishing up their ten-
ure, we will have some openings.

If you’d like to chat about where you might fit in, why don’t you 
give me a call. I can be reached at 808-462-2897. And if I don’t 
know the answer, I will research it and get back to you.

We are lucky to have a region so rich in education and leader-
ship. Wouldn’t you like to be part of that?

 Membership Coordinator, Bev Berardinelli

Director Spotlight: Director Scott Neese (Song of the Pines)
by Directors’ Coordinator, Dayle Ann Kerrigan

Director Spotlight – An interview with Scott 
Neese, Director, Song of the Pines.

• How long have you been directing Song of the 
Pines?  I interviewed after the first of the year but 
had prior commitments through April directing a 
show. I visited once during that time and took over 
as director May 1st. This is a great group of ladies 
who really want to work and improve. I want to 
thank Suzy for her continuing support.

• Tell me a little about your background. I have two 
undergraduate degrees in vocal performance and 

have conducted choral and instrumental groups – love the theater and direct-
ing. I was in full-time ministry, full-time choirs, directed Bakersfield Christian 
High School choir, and directed several choirs on campus of Yavapai College. I 
recently performed 50 shows in six weeks at the Phoenix Theater. Barbershop 
is a new experience for me but I found myself (at my age) wanting to diversify. 
Song of the Pines may have needed a new director, but I needed them!

• Can you tell me a bit about your family? I have an 18 year old daughter Ju-
dah, 16-year-old son Josiah, and my wife, Amberly, 
is a nationally-known speaker and author in the 
faith-based inspirational arena.

• Tell me a fun fact about yourself. My family is 
Star Wars geeks and Disney freaks. Instead of par-
ticipating in her senior trip, my daughter chose for 
the family to go to Disney World and Universal Stu-
dios. Every Halloween we dress up from the same 
movie or book genre (Wizard of Oz, Harry Potter, 
Princess Bride, Star Wars, etc.).

• Now, I’d like to ask some unconventional ques-
tions, are you ready? Sure!

• You’re a new addition to the crayon box. What 
color would you be and why? Navy Blue – it’s a 
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Song of the Pines Director 
Scott Neese

very classy color, 
but not the “classic black.”

• What do you think about when 
you’re alone in your car? I listen to XM Broadway 
and imagine myself on Broadway, making stories 
and stuff like that.

•  What were you like in high school? I was a good 
student, involved in choir, not super popular, but 
not a nerd/geek. I had a very close small group of 
friends who I still enjoy connecting with, thanks to 
FaceBook. 

• What do you work toward in your free time? I 
am always striving to be a better musician, always 
looking for creative ways to tell stories whether 
performing in a theatrical event or singing. 

• A penguin walks through that door right now 
wearing a sombrero. What does he say and why is 
he here? He says “Hola! I’m here to take you on a 
Mexican vacation!”
Seek Scott out at contest and welcome and en-

courage him in this new endeavor. Welcome to 
Sweet Adelines International, Golden West Region 
21, Scott!
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Hey Jana! You’re retired now.

You know what you should do.

You’d be great. Every Sweet Adeline

would thank you.

Love, Dog with a Bone

The audience can see what makes Region 21 

golden watching the Scottsdale Chorus

work their magic on stage.

Harborlites congratulates you on

your championship year.

Harborlites sends special love to

Pam Pieson in honor of her performances

in New Orleans as emcee and

Coronet Club director and singer.

You’re amazing!

When you need awesome mic testers,

it’s a fine time to call Lucille! Harborlites

is bananas over your entertaining

performance and return ticket

to Louisville!

Did you see the great job Susan Smith

did as Director of Philanthropy?

Thank you for all that you bring to

Sweet Adelines!

Love, Harborlites



What a wonderful summer OC Sound enjoyed! Camp Orange 
Blossom was a hoot and we’d like to thank guest faculty Sharon 
Babb and our regional faculty members  for bringing us an inspiring 
and delightful Summer Seminar weekend in Ontario, California.

On September 7 we celebrated “50 Years of Harmony, Friend-
ship, and Fun.” We brought out costumes from the past, shared 
a zany photo booth, ate yummy 
food, and of course, we sang. OC 
Sound Chorus began as Mission 
Viejo Chorus in 1969.  Two of our 
charter members received their 50-
year pins this year in NOLA. We’re 
so proud of Shirlene Hayes and Pat-
sy Recht (Patsy could not attend, so 
Joyce Burke received Patsy’s award 
from our International President Patty Cobb Baker) whose end-
less contributions have given abundantly to our chorus.

Numerous OC Sound members attended International Com-
petition in New Orleans. Thankfully, those of us left at home 
were able to watch online. What a competition! Congratulations 
to Viva! Quartet on their 1st Place medals. We’re so thrilled for 
you! We were all moved to tears by San Diego Chorus in their 
heart-touching performance. C’est la vie – we are so proud of 
you! Lucille –fabulous performance!  Scottsdale –WOW! What 
a region we belong to!

Our November 16th Show was a Veteran’s Day Salute based on 
letters and journals of service men and women, including many 
families within the chorus who participated in American conflicts 
from the Revolutionary War to the present. We were honored to 
share the stage with South County Sound on their November 
23rd show. We wish each of you a wonderful, love filled holiday 
season followed by a prosperous new year.

–Denise Clifford

Simply A Cappella had a busy summer planning for the upcoming year, 
with new songs for performances, our winter show, and the 2020 Regional 
competition. Interim Director Wendi Young concentrated her energies and 
ours on areas mentioned in our 2019 scoresheets, specifically vowel match-
ing and unit sound. Under her guidance, we have moved quickly to establish 
a functional Music Committee, and set a path to future success. In Septem-
ber, we offered – and she accepted – the Director position. Her vision meshes 
well with how we see ourselves growing. The new management and music 
teams have focused on all aspects of chorus life: membership growth, educa-
tion, costumes, showmanship, and fundraisers.

Our double quartet, The Bling Slingers, won the coveted Golden Banana 
award at Camp Orange Blossom. Our daytime ensemble Simply Singin’ has 

Harborlites was amazingly well represented at International in New 
Orleans. Just look at Patty Cobb Baker!  She wore her many hats with 
style: President of SAI, emcee, and now two-time Queen of Harmony 
after finishing in first 
place with her quar-
tet, Viva! We were also 
delighted to see our 
other chapter quartet, 
Lucille, earn the hon-
or of being mic-testers 
for the finals. Pam Pie-
son did a fantastic job 
emceeing the chorus semi-finals and singing with and directing the 
Coronet Club.

We also want to congratulate all our Region 21 sisters in the San 
Diego Chorus, Scottsdale Chorus, and C’est la vie Quartet. We 
were so proud to root for you and enjoy your beautiful performances 
at International.

October featured our annual show in La Mirada with BHS Silver 
Medalist Quartet Throwback. We followed that up with a perfor-
mance on the Masters of Harmony holiday show, ringing in the season 
with our brothers in song. December will see us perform at St. Peter’s 
by the Sea in Huntington Beach, and we will be sending out our singing 
Christmas cards — both live and online.

Our first performance of 2020 will be our 15th Diva Day show, 
February 1st at Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa. This will be the 
culmination of our YWIH “Diva Day” festival and feature the “Divas,” 
Harborlites, and our clinicians, the International Quartet Champion 
LoveNotes! Tickets are only $10 at the door, so we hope you will come 
join us for an evening of harmony.

–Tara Thiesmeyer

Route 66 Sound has completed our “Alternate Summer Rehearsal 
Schedule” thru September and has moved into fall. With our director 
Theresa Sanderson expecting...any minute...the decision was to forgo a 
fall performance and work on new Christmas music for our December 
10th Christmas performance with guest Duke City Sound (BHS). As-
sistant Director Andi Rostel will take the helm during Theresa’s absence 
and also direct this performance. We also have Carol Grams coming up 
in December with a few additional holiday sing-outs. 

A guest night in September brought five interested ladies with the 
potential for three basses, a lead and one tenor! You know our tenor 
section is very excited! When the holidays are over we’re working to-
ward April’s contest with coaching, coaching, and more coaching...and 
having Theresa back in front!

The chorus held one of many recent baby showers for Theresa, hosted 
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The Scottsdale Chorus had the time of our lives in New Orleans! Not 
only did we indulge ourselves in delicious beignets, but we were also 
dazzled by the choruses and quartets that crossed the stage throughout 
the week. The Scottsdale Chorus would like to extend our congratu-
lations to our new 2020 Champion Chorus Rönninge Show Chorus, 
Champion Quartet Viva!, and Division AA Harmony Classic Cham-
pion Diablo Vista Chorus, and Division A Harmony Classic Cham-

pion Millennium Magic Chorus. We 
are extremely proud of the San Diego 
Chorus, Lucille Quartet, and C’est la 
vie Quartet. Your performances were 
stunning and we enjoyed every minute 
of them!

The Scottsdale Chorus shared our 
hearts on the international stage during 
our outgoing performance. We all have 
someone that introduced us to Sweet 
Adelines and we are so thankful to 
those people. After, we were elated for 
the opportunity to teach a class at inter-

national called “Jump for Joy!” Together we shared information regard-
ing our choreography, music choice, inclusivity, and our chorus culture. 

Members of the chorus submitted words that they felt best 

described our chorus and the word 
that came up the most was “family”.   We 

would like to thank our very own Lori Lyford and Jana 
Gutenson for organizing and planning our class.
Our championship year might have ended but we have much to look 

forward to! We are excited for the opportunities to perform with Ari-
zona State University, Scottsdazzle Christmas Concert Series, and with 
Nancy Bergman’s men’s chorus, SaddleBrooke Barbershop. We hope 
to see you at these performances!

–Caitlin Klemballa

by Andi Rostel. Adorable baby things 
abound. We’re 
so excited for Baby Girl 
Sanderson to arrive. She will finally 
have a name besides Baby Girl and Cutie π – 
since Theresa can recite 650 decimal places of 
Pi, 3.14....etc!

Route 66 Sound extends our most sincere 
congratulations to new Queens, Viva! 11th 
Place Lucille and our favorite Region 21 
Champion Quartet, C’est la vie. Scottsdale 
blew the doors out with their swan song! Re-
gion 21derful...so proud!

To all of the ladies and gentlemen in the 
Golden West, we wish you the best of holidays, a “Happy New Year,” and 
we’ll see you in Phoenix!

–Sue Bowdoin

been rehearsing for upcoming performances in November, as 
well as other performances in early 2020.

We welcomed 
Loraine, Mary, 
Joann, and Aliza 
as our four newest 
members this sum-
mer. We continue 
to use social media, 
word of mouth, 
and old fashioned 
business card dis-
tribution at performances for membership growth. Our Simply 
A Cappella family has grown too, with Warren, Asma’s newest 
edition; and Leo, Anke’s baby boy, as our newest fans.

Heartiest congratulations to Viva! quartet on its gold medal 
performance in NOLA, and to the fine performances of the San 
Diego Chorus and C’est la vie Quartet. Region 21 is a force to 
be reckoned with.

Simply A Cappella – singing, sisterhood and friendship.
–Mary Ellen Hood

Simply A Cappella Mesa, 
AZ

This year has been a whirlwind for The San Diego Chorus! We’ve ex-
perienced some amazing things over the past few months with even 
more on the horizon.

Our annual show “Road Trip!” was in August – just ahead of our big 
trip to “The Big Easy.”   
The contest packages 
were a hit and it was a 
wonderful to preview 
them for the enthusi-
astic audience. 

Membership and 
diversity continue to 
be a top priority for 

the chorus. We’ve gained 20+ rookies this year who loved being on 
stage and competing for the first time! These talented singers bring so 
much excitement to the chorus.

Next, it was off to International in New Orleans. After all the hard 
work, it was a privilege and an honor to share our soldier package. The 
audience reaction was overwhelming!

“We were stopped, hugged, and congratulated by friends and strang-
ers all week,” said director Kathleen Hansen. “The pride we felt in that 
performance can’t be measured.”

The fall and holiday seasons mean back to work with a packed sched-
ule. Mark your calendars for Youth Harmony Day on November 9 and 
the Holiday Show, Snow Day, on December 11. The chorus is also hon-
ored to join the celebration of the San Diego Convention Center on De-
cember 8. The cherry on top of 2019: an educational series developed 
for the chorus and a successful quartet matching party.

Finally, congratulations to all the competitors in New Orleans and to out-
going champion Scottsdale Chorus! It’s an honor to be from Region 21!

–Claudia Cannon and Laura Koch

Scottsdale Chorus Scottsdale, 
AZ
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We started off the fall with a very successful annual Southern Arizona 
Youth in Harmony Festival at Rincon High School in Tucson. It’s great to 
work with those young barbershoppers!

Rehearsals have been geared towards our annual show, this year at the 
Berger Per-
forming Arts 
Center. The 
show was Oc-
tober 26 with 
a theme of 
“All Around 
the Town”, 
c e l e b r a t i n g 
Tucson and 

the (scary) Halloween season.
Other upcoming performance venues include Christ the King Church in 

October and the Newcomers’ Club Holiday Luncheon in December. And 
we’re especially excited about our coaching retreat with Kim Vaughn on 
November 16 and 17.

Along with working on show tunes, we have also begun rehearsing for 
competition – this year we have not one, but two new songs!

And our “Secret Sisters” program will start again soon, where each of us 
has a secret chorus friend to remember in small ways throughout the year; 
the big reveal will be at competition.

A joyous holiday season to Region 21.
–Kathy Mattox

Tucson Desert Harmony Chorus Tucson, 
AZ
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The Scottsdale Chorus 
culture combined into a 
beautiful wordle created 
by Jana Gutenson
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Route 66 Sound Albuquerque, 
NM

OC Sound Laguna Niguel, 
CA



Candid photography by Karen Laderman unless otherwise noted

Official international contest photography by Read Photography ©2019

2019 International Champion Chorus Scottsdale was busy all week 
in NOLA as their champion year came to a close

REGION 21 JAZZED IT UP IN NEW ORLEANS!

Director:  Kathleen Hansen • 83 on stage • Contestant #29
Songs: Soldiers Story: When the Toy Soldiers March On Parade,

I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be a Soldier
Score: 1311 points • 12th place

Annie Hayes volunteering 
at the YSF Auction Booth.

Pam Pieson emcees 
the chorus semifinals.

OC Sound Charter Member

Celebrating 50 Years in Sweet Adelines

Chapter-at-Large Region 21

Shirlene Hayes Sheryl Prince

OC Sound Charter Member
(Joyce Burke accepting)

Patricia Recht

Rehearsals

Region 21 Rah-Rahs

International President 
Patty Cobb Baker ad-
dresses the RMT train-
ing session, attended 
by Karen Laderman 
representing Region 21.

Jana Gutenson judged 
the quartet contest.

Presenting Awards

The Starlettes Chorus features 
members from Rising Star 
Champion Quartets. Region 
21 members performing 
were Caitlin Klemballa, Melanie 
Esquivias, Krista Moller, Taylor 
Daniels (C’est la vie 2015), and 
Erin Cardin (Vogue 2009).

Starlettes Chorus

Director Recognition

Outgoing Champion Performance

Rehearsals

Champion Education Class



ber, including ours. 
We have added a few new mem-

bers over the last few months and have a few 
prospective members in the audition process and we 
are excited to see our chorus grow. 

After the holidays we will be focusing on our songs 
for our regional competition like everyone else, and we 
look forward to seeing you all in April. 

Happy Holidays!
–Lauren Williamson

The Inland Empire Chorus wants to give a big congratu-
lations to new International Champion Chorus RÖnninge 
Show Chorus, and to Viva!, the new International Cham-
pion Quartet! Those of us who went to New Orleans had a 
great time and thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the fabulous 
choruses and quartets who were competing this year.  

It is with great sadness that we 
must say goodbye to our singing 
sister Marge Hammond, who 
died of cancer on September 
20th. Marge was a long-time 
member of the Inland Empire 
Chorus who was known for her 
sense of humor. She helped to 
write numerous parodies and 
humorous scripts for our perfor-
mances and competition. Our 
chorus sang, “It Is Well With My 
Soul” at her request, during her 
service on October 2nd. We will miss her so much!

On a happier note, we are proud to welcome three love-
ly new ladies to our chorus this quarter: Alice Jackson, Sally 
Mouser, and Penny Warren. We are so happy to have them 
with us! Two sisters and a sister-in-law, they all joined on 
the same night.

Our annual Harmony Stars festival with local high 
school girls was on October 19th. C’est la vie quartet 
served as clinicians for the day, as well as guest performers 
on the show. 

Our chorus will be performing a show, along with the 
Inland Sound men’s chorus on November 3rd for the Sun 
Lakes community in Banning, California.

We will also be welcoming non-members and former 
members to join our Christmas chorus, starting Novem-
ber 5th. They will rehearse several holiday songs with us 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays throughout the holiday 
season. They will be invited to sing with us on our Christ-
mas show, and perhaps another holiday performance.

–Sandy Fletcher

Based in Sedona, AZ, Red RockAppella has a sched-
ule of performances set for the Christmas season that 
will really keep us hopping. We are rehearsing a variety 
of songs, old and modern classics, sure to spread holiday 
harmony and joy throughout our communities.  

Interim Director Sandy Adams says, “We are do-
ing our usual holiday performances, plus a number of 
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Song of the Pines continues to make strides and move forward during our transition 
phase.  We have been gearing up for 
the holiday season, which is the busi-
est time of year in our little community, 
with ten performances already on the 
books for December.  We are learning 
a few new holiday songs to add to our 
repertoire, and we are dusting off our 
current holiday repertoire so that we 

are prepared to bring smiles to everyone’s faces in November and Decem-
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Honoulu Blend held our first Sip & Sing event on August 18 at Grace in Growlers in 
Kaliua, Hawaii. Grace in Growlers sells beer on tap and has a fantastic outdoor seating 
area that was ours for the afternoon. We invited family and friends and had several 

guests new to barbershop. It was also a great oppor-
tunity to introduce our new director, Ben Leonid, to 
the community. 

We sang rounds, tags, and even a mash up ar-
ranged by music team member Adrienne Leduc 
with regular breaks for refills! People on the street as 

well as other patrons felt the joy of mu-
sic shared as everyone joined in, espe-
cially for the final round of “Drunken 
Sailor.” All in all, we had a great time, 
introduced others to our music, and 
supported a local brew pub all in one 
lovely afternoon.  

We would also like to extend congratulations for the outstanding performances by 
our Region 21 choruses – San Diego Chorus and Scottsdale Chorus, and quartets – 
Viva!, C’est la vie, and Lucille. You sure did us proud!

–Pam Kosansky 
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Honolulu Blend Show Chorus Honolulu, 
HI
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Red RockAppella Sedona, 
AZ

Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus Albuquerque, 
NM

EMSC spent the summer learning music and rehearsing for our annual show, “The 
Lazy Hazy Crazy Days of 
Radio.” What a blast to 
wear costumes, makeup, 
and hair styles from the 
1940’s, and put on a radio 
show along with sound ef-
fects and skits!

The chorus also per-
formed at a number of 
festivals and community 
fundraisers throughout 

the Albuquerque area this summer, and several of us attended SAI Convention and 
Competition in September, some for the first time. Later in the fall, we were beyond 
thrilled to have San Diego Director Kathleen Hansen teach us new vocal techniques 
and coach us at our MusicFest held in October, and we’re excited to use our newly-
learned skills. The rest of the fall season is dedicated to learning holiday music, per-
forming at several Christmas events, and preparing for our “Merry & Bright” show on 
December 7. After the first of the year, we have our annual retreat in Santa Fe and then 
it’s on to preparations for Region 21 Competition.

–Jackie Kelso and Judy Sherman

Song of the Pines Prescott, 
AZ

Sounds of Harmony La Verne, 
CA

Inland Empire Chorus Riverside, 
CA
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International

contest

photography by 

Read Photography 

© 2019.
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We had a great “learning” session on Saturday, September 21st with Adelina Dud-
da, RMT Regional Team Coordinator, held at one of our member’s home. Also, we 
need a new director and will be starting a director search. 

We wish congratulations to Viva!, Lucille, C’est la vie, and San Diego Chorus 
for their New Orleans International performances in September! We weren’t able 
to attend, but heard it was tremendous! Have a wonderful fall season everyone – 
then on to Christmas carols!

–Char Nelson

smaller shows. Like the other chorus-
es in Sweet Adelines, our ongoing intention 
is sharing the beautiful harmonies of four-part barbershop 
music. Our other goal is to make our chorus more visible 

in the area and attract new members.” 
Red RockAppella begins our holiday performance sea-

son on December 7th. This kicks off a busy month which 
we are highly anticipating. Shows will feature the chorus 
with two of our quartets adding some sparkle on top. The 
highlight of the season is  our performance at the  Verde 
Valley Voices concert on December 15, 2019.

–Ivory LaNoue

C’est la vie
Erin Cardin, Loren Vaughn, Jennifer Recker, Emily O’Brien

Contestant #21 Semifinal Songs: Hurray for Love, Cheer Up Charlie
MT Final Songs: Melancholy Baby, Entertainment Package (Bananas!)

Score: 1290 points • 11th Place • Qualified for the Semifinals in Louisville

11th Place Mic Testers: Lucille

Krista Moller, Melanie Esquivias, Taylor Daniels, Caitlin Klemballa
Songs: Jazz Me Blues, Love Letters Straight From the Heart

Contestant #14 • Score: 1199 points • 19th Place



New Orleans International was stunning.  
Listening to and watching our organiza-
tion’s top competitors and performers was a 
rush! Sincere congratulations to our region’s 
stunners: Scottsdale Chorus, San Diego, 
C’est la vie, Lucille, and Viva!.  Wow! Re-
gion 21 represented!

Like all of us, Dragonfly has much for which 
to strive – either that or take up bowling, as 
they say.

For now, we strive to learn and grow in 
friendship and song. We were honored to per-
form on our Harborlites’ annual show in Oc-
tober and we look forward to singing with our 
Harborlites sisters during the holidays and 
also with the Masters of Harmony on their 
holiday show. ’Tis the Season!  

Love to all!
–Jennifer, Amber, Carol, and Catherine
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Congratulations to everyone who partici-
pated in the international contest. We were so 
proud of each and every one of you. We just 
wanted to announce that we have a new lead 
in our quartet. Her name is Sonya Yount. She 
is a music teacher for Amphi High School in 
Tucson. We love her and think that she will be 
a great addition to our quartet. Can’t wait to see 
you all at regional contest!

– Wendi, Sonya, Denise, and Karen

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 E
. 
R

. 
L

il
le

y

To say that this International was incred-
ible is truly an understatement. C’est la vie had 
one of the best weeks together in a city full of 
jazz music, great food, and of course BARBER-
SHOP. We arrived in NOLA a few days early 
to explore the sites, since we knew it wasn’t go-
ing to happen during contest week: alligators, 
ghosts, and so many beignets made for a pretty 
fantastic weekend before contest.

Then it was contest week! As we are sure 
many of you have experienced, “contest” weeks 
can be really scary and often get the best of us 
– but we decided not this year. This year we 
loved our music, we loved this jazz city, and 
we loved everyone at this “contest,” so why not 
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share our love with them 
through song. Wow, what a differ-

ence this made. WE HAD FUN ONSTAGE 
AT A “CONTEST!” It was a true rush and 
it was such a joy to sing to all of our barber-
shop family and friends because that love is 
the whole reason we do this. It is why we sing. 
We then got to share the love again with the 
Scottsdale Chorus as we sung “Music of My 
Heart”. Trust us when we say, onstage was the 
first time we were able to get through that song 
without crying. We love Region 21-derful so 
much it is hard to contain in words and we 
can’t wait to see you all in April. 

#WeAreSweetAdelines
#WeAreRegion21derful 
–Caitlin, Melanie, Krista, and Taylor 

Well hello, there, Region 21derful! Vixen has 
had a busy summer and we’re excited to keep 
up the pace this fall.  In addition to various oth-
er events, we’ve had the pleasure of performing 
on the landmark 70th anniversary show of the 
Santa Monica Chorus (our co-home chap-
ter in Region 11), as well as the BHS chapter 
Santa Monica Oceanaires’ old-fashioned ice 
cream social. We were excited to sing on the 
Harborlites show (our other co-home chap-
ter) and to be headlining the fall show of Re-
gion 11’s Channelaire Chorus. In the upcom-
ing months, we’re looking forward to another 
season of spreading holiday cheer throughout 
Southern California at various parties and 
shows. We’re probably on the “naughty” list, 
but we think that’s nice.

Stay foxy!
–Kate, Linda, Bridget, and Judy
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Can you believe it’s already October! Man 
how time flies. Muse has some bittersweet 
news to share: our Bass, Bonnie, has stepped 
out of the quartet due to personal commit-
ments. We will miss her amazing sound, her 
years of knowledge and expertise (which she so 
lovingly shared with us) and we’ll miss her hu-
mor, laughter, grace and beauty, but we do un-
derstand – life changes. With that said, we want 
to announce that Andi Rostel has joined us and 
will be on stage with us next year. Andi brings 
much quartet knowledge with her and we are 
very excited that she is singing with us. It’s been 
fun for Dayle Ann and Andi to have the chance 
to sing together again (formerly with SparX) 

C’est la vie Scottsdale

Krista Moller, Melanie Barker, Caitlin Klemballa, Taylor Daniels

Vixen Harborlites, Santa Monica 

Kate Kohler, Judy Herr, Linda Schrab, Bridget Barrett

One Voice Enchanted Mesa Show, Simply A Cappella, 
Tucson Desert Harmony

Sonya Yount, Karen Meade, Denise King, Wendi Young

Dragonfly Harborlites

Carol Krenek, Amber Carroll, Catherine Berriz, Jennifer Philbin

Region 21’s OC Sound under the direction 
of Bonnie McKibben has fostered a new quar-
tet Four As One: Laura Fremont (tenor), Ade-
lina Dudda (lead), Sus Kilpatrick (baritone), 
and Tammy Meyers (bass). Three of us are 
newbies! We found our quartet tones brought 
a nice ring and with that, joined together as 
sisters in song in March of this year.

Laura is a commercial artist in the Los An-
geles dance industry and contributes to her 
community as educator, choreographer, per-

and we 
are all getting to know each 
other, rehearsing, coaching and have plans 
for an impromptu performance (or two). The 
2020 contest is right around the corner – lots 
of miles and smiles ahead for us! We look for-
ward to seeing all of you next spring in Phoe-
nix. It will be another 21-DERFUL event! See 
you soon!

In Harmony,
–Cristy, Dayle Ann, Julie, and Andi

Muse CAL, OC Sound, Tucson Desert Harmony

Christy McGrath, Julie Noon, Dayle Ann Kerrigan, Bonnie McKibben 
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Four As One OC Sound

Tammy Meyers, Adelina Dudda, Sus Kilpatrick, Laura Fremont 
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Viva! la International!
Four friends, on the ultimate Sweet Adeline adventure – the quest for quartet gold. Or WAS 

that our actual mission when we came together in November of 2017 to become Viva!? To all 
outward appearances, that was the picture presented as we entered the New Orleans Interna-
tional Competition. However, the adventure was so much more than a search for gold. 

The true mission of Viva! was, in fact, to heal our hearts and, through our healing, to perhaps 
provide some of the same for our listeners. It’s all too obvious to any human that life can be tough, 
and every member of Viva! has had her share of heartache. Each member of Viva! committed 
her ultimate support, especially emotional support, to her quartet mates in this musical journey. 
The quartet, as an ensemble, endeavored to sing only for the audience’s enjoyment and nothing 
more. Not for a score, not for a placement, not for a medal. Of course, this is what we’d all been 
taught to do for years and years! But all of us would confess that it is not what we’d consistently 

Viva! Carolina Harmony, Harborlites, Toast of Tampa 

Chris DeRosa, Gina Baker, Peggy Jones, Patty Cobb Baker

done, or truly committed to do. It was REAL-
LY hard work to go there, to do it! In fact, we all 
believe it was the hardest journey upon which 
any of us has ever embarked. It sometimes left 
us vulnerable and scared. It made us try new 
and challenging things, to work, work, work 
on our creativity and, as always, our musical 
and singing skills. There were moments of 
frustration and of elation, despair and delight, 
trial and triumph. It took all we had to give, 
and it was worth every bit of that and more.

The “gold” for Viva! comes from the smiles 
we put on your faces, the “feels” that we give to 
your hearts, and the blessings of your friend-
ship and love. We cannot thank all of you in 
Region 21 enough for everything you have 
given to us on this journey. It is priceless and it 
is treasured by each of us. 

We offer our heartfelt congratulations to 
our fellow Region 21 NOLA international 
representatives – Lucille, C’est la vie, and San 
Diego Chorus. You took our breath away with 
your beautiful and joyful performances! We 
were so honored to share the big stage with 
you, and we hope to see you and all of Region 
21 at the 2020 regional competition!

Love,
Viva!
–Patty, Gina, Chris, and Peggy

REGION21.ORG
Please check your quartet page to make sure 
the information is current. Are you in a quartet 
that didn’t compete in the Region 21 Spring 
contest? Have you had a change in personnel 
since that time? Send a high-resolution image 
of your quartet for the regional website to 
rmt_communications@region21.org.

former, and writes dance articles for Dancing 
Ahead which is published at DancePlug.com.

Most of you know Adelina, a technology 
leader in the financial services industry and 
a longstanding member of Sweet Adelines. 
She’s a mover-and-shaker and when she’s not 
attending to Sweet Adelines business, she’s an 
avid hiker.

Simply put, Sus described herself this way, 
“I’m a support engineer but would rather be 
retired and sing all my days away.”

Tammy is Assistant Operations Analyst at 
UCI. She’s a new OC Sound board member 
and fastidious at growing and supporting our 
regional group.

We’ve put together a repertory that leans 
towards sassy swing and heartfelt love-notes. 
We will be performing at the Temple Beth 
Sholom Sisterhood Membership Brunch and 
OC Sound’s annual and holiday performanc-
es. We’ll see you at Region 21 competition in 
Phoenix, AZ, in April 2020.

Join us on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/FourasOne.
–Laura, Adelina, Sus, and Tammy

She wears many hats, but our favorite?

The shiny new one!

Harborlites congratulates our amazing

two-time Queen and SAI President

Patty Cobb Baker and Viva!

Here’s to our singing sisters to the south 

in the San Diego Chorus!  We know the 

audience appreciated your excellent 

contribution to the contest.

Love, Harborlites

Region 21 is so well represented by the 

lovely and talented C’est la vie.  Harborlites 

sends hugs and congratulations on a 

beautiful performance in NOLA.



2019 Double Quartet Contest

**New Listings/Changes in Red

Chapter and YWIH 
Shows 2019-2020

2
0
2
0

January 4 Quartet Matching with Pam and Bonnie – Fountain Valley, CA
January 11 Virtual Roundtable – Membership Growth!

March 20-22 RMT Budget Meeting – Costa Mesa, CA
April 2-5 Regional Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ

July 21-26 IES – Trinity University, San Antonio, TX
July 25 Rising Star Contest – San Antonio, TX

August 7-9 Summer Seminar (w/LoveNotes Quartet) – Ontario, CA
TBD RMT Strategic Planning Meeting – TBD

October 12-17 75th International Convention & Competition – Louisville, KY
November TBD MusicFest Albuquerque

2
0

2
1

January 22-24 Regional Quartet Workshop – TBD
April 15-18 Regional Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ

July 16-18 Summer Seminar and Stars of the West Competition – CA, TBD
August TBD Queens’ College and Rising Star – TBD

October 11-16 International Convention & Competition – St. Louis, MO
Make Your Own MusicFest!

2
0
2
2 March 24-27 Regional Convention & Competition – Albuquerque, NM

**July 15-17 Summer Seminar and Stars of the West Competition – CA, TBD
Sept. 26-Oct. 1 International Convention & Competition – Phoenix, AZ
November TBD MusicFest Honolulu

2
0

2
3 March 16-19 Regional Convention & Competition – Albuquerque, NM

International Convention & Competition – ?

Regional and
International Events

Nov. 16 OC Sound – 
 Annual Show
Dec. 10**  Route 66 Sound 

– Holiday Show
Dec. 11  San Diego – 

Holiday Show
Feb. 1** Harborlites 

Diva Day (with 
LoveNotes)

Just after the summer issue of Golden West 
Magazine went to press, Sweet Adelines Inter-
national announced the results of the Sweet 
Adelines International YWIH Video Contest. 
The Chandler High School Treblemakers 
directed by Lori Lyford submitted their per-
formance from the Barbershop Harmony So-
ciety Midwinter Convention Youth Harmony 
Festival and won the contest once again, earn-
ing their school the $1000 prize awarded by 
the Young Singers Foundation. The top three 
choruses in the contest also received the Young 
Women in Harmony Competition Music Folio.

The summer and fall were filled with Young 
Women in Harmony events (full coverage in 
the Spring issue YWIH year in review). Scott-
sdale “got into the game” with their first youth 

harmony event: Harmony Fusion. Participants 
have the privilege of performing on “The Cel-
ebration of Champions” show in the evening. 

Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)
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Want to see more photos 
from regional events? Go 
to the regiontwentyone 
Flickr pages (the link to 
the Flickr page is on any 

Gallery/History page 
on the regional website 

(region21.org).

For the most up-to-date calendar listings, check the Region 21 website (www.region21.org). To have your event or chapter show listed in the Region 
21 calendar, fill out the online Chapter Date Submission Form at the bottom of the website Calendar page. You will receive email confirmation 
when your date has been added to the regional calendar.

Contestant #3: TBD 
(Vista Hills): 2nd Place

Contestant #1: Puttin’ On Style 
(Harborlites): 1st Place

Contestant #2: Bling Sisters (Simply 
A Cappella): Golden Banana

2019 Camp Orange Blossom

Stars of the West YWIH Quartet Contest

Contestant #1: The Honeylites
Somewhere Over the Rainbow,

Blue Skies

The “usual” youth events were also held: Tuc-
son Desert Harmony Chorus co-sponsored 
the 14th Annual Southern Arizona Youth In 
Harmony Festival in Tucson on September 
28, 2019, Inland Empire’s 12th Annual “Har-
mony Stars” YWIH Festival was on October 
26, 2019, and a consortium of barbershop cho-
ruses (including San Diego and Vista Hills) 
supported Youth Harmony San Diego on No-
vember 9, 2019.

This year’s Stars of the West YWIH Quar-
tet Contest at Camp Orange Blossom summer 
seminar in Ontario, CA. was our largest yet! 
Five quartets competed on Friday evening, 
with Valkyries earning first place medals. 
Valkyries travelled to England soon after and 
earned third place medals in the International 
Rising Star YWIH quartet competition. They 
will be invited to perform at Spring Conven-

tion in April.

Contestant #5: Valkyries
How Many Hearts Have You 

Broken, Who’ll Be the Next One 
to Cry Over You • 1st Place

Contestant #3: V.I.S.T.
Cuddle Up a Little Closer, 

Orange Colored Sky • 2nd Place

Photography by Karen Laderman

Contestant #4: Chordettes
Imagine, We Go Together • 

3rd Place

Contestant #2: Saved By the Belles
One Fine Day, We Go Together



Two-time International Champion Chorus
2019 International Silver Medalist

Sweet Adelines International
www.harborliteschorus.org

September 20, 2019, New Orleans, Louisiana

Photos: Sweet Adelines International

Photo: Karen Laderman

Congratulations Viva!

We love you!

HL-ad-Viva-r1.indd   1 11/1/19   11:32 AM


